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CENSURERS 
PREs Am, by Religion, a 

| Proteſtant aud fuck 
'confide little * in 
P merit; and by Hu 
1 Goh a Storch, 
We and-fuch are moſt 
incoacerned in.cen- 
7 : "Wheraloxe, -as 1 intend 4D 
> rival none of theſe who court fame, 
I I hope none oftheſe will aſperleyne, 
i nd Lobuin truce from them , L 

eye elſe will attaqgueimng, 

The multitude ( which albeit It 
faid to have-many heads , ye, 
was ever known to have few - brains) 
| Willdoubtlcb condemn me for 6q- 


A 3 veighing 


my * #3 


e againſt ranit | dd ind 
{elf.am fo vain as a, Books 
and will pronounce me as ridiculous 
1n this, as theſe Philoſophers were oli 
old, who denyed motion whilſt hay ; 
rongues mov'd in their cheek, rai 
whom my return ſhall be, that Ea 
ing many{even of ſuch as I know will 
cenſure me) be-myred-in the Jes 
. of error, I have,in this Eflay. p 
fer'd them my affiſtance', ' Wit 
ititention , not to ſhaw my / ſtren 
but my compaſſion. I 2m rag 
fool;as to ſhaw theſe PhiliFines' the 
Sampſons- lock wherein my ſtrength: 
lyes, which doubeleſs their cacley 
would never ſpare. IU | 
Others, who, by their Frivity, 
(or ſerious dulneſs) have ſublimared 
themſelves above the rabble'; will * 
poſſibly accuſe my Stufies of 2dul- | 
try , for hugging contemplations ſo | 
excentrick ro my employment, 
But, theſe may know”, that ehir 7 
Papt , 75 F 
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Wpers are but the” phitings:'of my 

Wher Studies, and hecauſe they were 
us h, Thave flung them out into-the 
XWftreets, Neither can 1 underſtand, 
10S how it proves a Lawyer to beremuſſe 


<a, 
gy ” 
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coin his imployment , that he takes 
1-MF leiſure to reach alittle helebor which 
TY lyes by him, to ſuch poor perſons; as 
le becauſe of their_phanatick melan- 
EY choly ſtand much -in tieed thereof. 
This diſcourſe is intended to be a 
medicine,and fuch neyer rel:ſh well . 


adr receive. commendation from 


their pleaſanteſſe, but from their pro- 
fit; and are not to be cen{pred by 


their taſte, but by their operation. 
.: There are many -things* in this 
\ {mall Peece, which may ſeem-here« 
. rTodoxe to ſuch as defie cuſtom and 
S worſhip the © Dagor of authorized 
"2 tradition: Yct,who knows but my - 
2 Watch goes: right ,- albeit it differ * 
from the-publick Clock of the City; 


1 ! ally. where the ſun of Righte- 
| Waeſs bath not, by pointing clear- 
_ . - 'T 
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089  . 2 
by chedyat of Faith, declared which © 
of the two is in the right, -F ae« ©? 
knowledge the Church to be my 
Mother; neither will I offer eg 
ſcratch out my Mothers eyes when 
they perceive my errors : yet, Tbe- 
lieve that a childe may differ from 
his mothers judgement, in things 
wherein her honour is not concer- 
ned: Bur, I will wed no opini- 
on without her conſent who' is my 
Parent; or, if I have wedded a 
it 'is in the power of the Chun ; 
and it's Officials, to gratit me 4 
divorce, I ſubmit my {elf and this 
TraQar to her ahd their cenſures, |; 
and defires none to believe me or it 
but in theſe chings only wherein Þ 
believe her and them, As forothers, } 
fince: I have tzken the liberty ro \ 
wrice, I were unmannerly if I re> 
fuſed chem the. liberty to cenfurg},**? 
and really it pleaſes my: humour, os. 
ſee CUrresS bark and narle at | 1 os jo 
hold -qut to them,” THE” 
\ G. Mk, ; 
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Of all Ss cTs and Sox'ss, 


> = i He mad-cap Zealots 
D - of the bigot Age; 
mn? ©) intending to mount 
heaven,Elias-lihe, 
in Zeals fiery Cha- 

r10t,d0, fer fooli 

Phactos', , not only. fall en nhs 
fr om their flaming ſeat ,* bus by their 
furious over-drivins ,. inue op the 
ooHld in wnquenchable combi ions 4 
" aa ey bitve thas ſet the while 
- * Globe 
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Globe on a blaze, this theytearm tf 
new light, It is remarkable in 
Scripture, that Jehu,whg grove of 
riouſly, and called | 

to ſee what zeal he had for the houſe 
. of God, was even at that inſtant, do- 
ing it more wrong then ever was done 
to it by unconcerned Gallio, who flan- 
tingly cared for none of thoſe things, 
And that none of all the apoſtolick 
Conclave deſired ever fire might rain 
from ahove wpon miſ-believers , ex- 

cept the Sons of Lebecee, who im- 

wediatly thereafter , arrived at that 

p#ich of vanity, as to defpre to fot in 
heaven upon Chriſt re and left 
band.” And that Peter, whowas 

#he firſt who did draw a ſword in his 

Maſters quarrel., was likemayes the 

firff who denyed him, Firy Zeal 

blows ſoon up,ſuch combuſtible mater 
as the Sons. of Lebedee y and that 
flaſh being ſpent and ewvaporat , a fall 
follows ,as befell Perer, © As that be-. 
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*Y 25 5s hardly carenble, which enter- 
"Y rains [ſuch ill-fſuited neighbours as 
4 cold. $tomach and a hote Liver 
So, the body of the viſible Church 
may be now concluded to be ina very 
di tempered conditon, when it's Chas 
rity waxeth cold, and it's Zeal hot, 
beyond what is due to either, and 
theſe feaveriſh fits of unnatural Zeal, 
wherewith the Church « troubled in 
it's old and cold age , betokens too 
much that it draws near it's laſt pe- 
rz0d, 6 


m The inconfiderableneſs likewayes 
7 WW of onr differ:nces ; and inconſiderat- 
fr eſs wherewith they my ry £15 
s i duces me to believe , that the 'Zeal 
4 »ow.2-Ia-mode, is not that holy Fire 


which is kindled by a coal from the 
Altar, but is that ign's fatuus, or 
wild-fire , mbich is but a Meteor 
EY prec'd up of meulignant Yapours, and 
1s obſerved to frequent Church-yards 
ofter then ather plates, 

A 2 


OS. 

1 am none 0 _ who acknows 
ledge no temples , beſides theſe of 
their own heads, And I am of opt- 
#i0n, that ſuch as think that they 
have a Church within their own 
breaſts , ſhould likewayes believe, 
that their heads are ſteeples , and 
fo ſhould provide them with bells I be- 
lieve that there is aChurch-militant, 
which,like the Ark,muſt lodge in it's 
bowels all ſuch as are to be ſaved from 
the flood of condemnation:but,to chalk 
out it's bordering lines, « beyond the. 


£eeerepl7 of my Religion, He was 
a 


infallible who compared Gods Spirit 
to thewind which bloweth where 

it lIiſtech, we hear the ſound of ic, 
bur knows not whence it comes, or 
whether it goeth, And the name 
gravers upon the whit-ſtone , none 
knows bat he who hath it Eli cons 
cluded Hannah to be drunk, when ſhe 
was pouring out hey ſoul before her 


. Maker : and Elias believed, that the 
% Church, 


_ % --y 
hurch, in his dayes, was ftinted t®. 
is own perſon; and yet God told 
him ,.. that there were ſeven thouſand 
<7: Iiracl who had not bowed their 
4 

pn Wnces to Baal : why then: ſhould any 
er ivate Chriſtian determine, magi- 
od Mi/terially, that, wherein the greateſt 
-W/ Prophets erred ? | h 
t, The reed wherewith the Temple 
Fs vas to be mea[ured, Rev, 11, 2. 
7 vas only entruſtedto an Angel, and 
1k Wet he had not in commiſſion, to mea- 
he Wure the Court that was without, 
a Wecaule it was given to the Gentiles, 
it 4nd albeit , Rev, 7. the number 
ref the Fews who were ſaved is de- 
rt, Wermined; yet, the number of Gen- 
or:les is left indefinit , and ſaid to be 
ve (rumberleſs, 
weſt There is nothing more ordinar, 
= then for each Nation to confine the 
be Church within” themſelves, And 
in that Nation avain, one corner will 
have themſebves theSan&tum SanRo- 
J _ xum 


ram "oy that only x 38 albeit v6 our 
Saviour in Hi Goſpel *X #5 that: 
men ſhall come from all corners of the. 
world, and fit down with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac a»d Jacob, And John: 
in bis Revelation tells us, that mul- 
titudes of all Nations, Kindreds and 
Families , were ſeen following the 
Lamb, Upon this ſame block do 
theſe likewayes ſtumble, who put the 
bolt of their uncharitablen of ape 
the gates of heaven , to debar w bk 
Profeſſions , png as Lawyers and 


Phyſitians, from entrin "g in thereat ; 
e 


notwithſtanding that t abovecited 
place tells us , that there were only 
twelve thouſand of the tribe of Levi 
the Prieft choſen,and th: like number 
was prickt ; in the tribe of. Judah,the 
Law-giver : Aaron the Prieft did 
mould the golden calf, and not Moſes 


. the Fudge, and Koiah and Darhan 


were Levits, and yet mutined againſt 
ex Magiſtrates, 
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4 nition * For , 

be. \arons rod ſo eee more then my 
2- Melf ; and ordinarily, theſe who love 
N: {Wot to touch the Lords anointed , will 
I- Wkewayes be ſure, to do His Prophets 


feſcion, Ts not the Churc 
mon Mother ? albeit , I confeſs, ſhe 
# likewayes their Nurſe , in a more 
particular wa) ;z. and ſnce there is 
heavenly Mannah enough to aliment 
us all , why ſhould Chritans de ny to 
admit. their brethren to an equal 
partage f 


p harm : but, 1 ſq it to take off an 
eſperſion which hath ſtain'd too long, 
end too injuſtly,theſe rd m} own pro- 


Our Com © 


It grieves me ſore to ſee my mother 
the Church tortur'd like Rebecca, by 


carrying ftrugling twaines in her 


Pained bowels, And ſeing all Chri- 


ftians are but pilgrims here,1 «dmire 
that theſe pilgrims ſhould leave off 
to journey » and ſtand Skirmiſhi ng 
4nd 


ia 5k 'Y 
and fighting with all ſuch as will not? 
travel their road, And albeit we ac-.: 
knowledge , that the Spirit of God 
takes pains,and is ſufficient for lead- 
ing all men in the way wherein they 
ſhould walk; yet, we muſt compeltl* 
them,as if either He needed our help, 
or we reſolved to ſhare with Him the 
glory of their converſion, Thus 
God ( who loves ws all = nas” bet- 
ter then one any of us doth another ) 
leaves us, upon our own hazard, a 
freedom in our choice, albeit we poor 
. miſcreants compell one anather, de- 
pying to our fellow-creatures that 

eedom which he allowes all theCrea- 
tion, I wiſhwe would conſider how 
each man eats,drinks cares for his fa- 
mily and performes all common du- 
ties , rational enough without any 
compulſion and yet , inthe affairs 
-of Religion , wherein doubtleſs man 
is led by a far more infallible aſsift- 
ance, there are many ſlips com- 
mitted, 


} 
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ogy of all the pains taken ,, and” 


force uſed by one man towards \ano-" 


{- Wl ther, Thus it fairs with us as with 
yl Patients, whom when the Phyſitians 
1 ftints to a narrow dyet,ther they loath 


, Wl cver that ford, mhich their unreined 
e i appetite would never have rejected, 
And thu makes me apt to believe, 
that iff Laws and Law-givers did 
wot make Hereticks vain , by taking 
too much notice of their extravagan- 
cies,the world ſhould be no more trou- 
bled with theſe, then they are with 
the Chimeras of Alchimiſts anudPhi- 
loſophers. And it fairs with them as 
with Tops, which, how long they are 
ſcourged,keep foot and run pleaſantly, 
but ul how 7 they are neeletted 
and left to themſelves, 

In order to which , it was wittily 
obſerved by our great King James 
the Sixth, that the Puritans of hs 
age ftrove with him, and yet ceded 


at 


TT TOTS... A 
mitted , daily and groſsly, natwith-" E 


at firſt, in 4 difference betwtenthem 
and the Shoe-makers of Edinburgh : 
For, not only pleaſes it their humour 
zo contend where thy may gain ho- 
nour and can loſs noge ,but likewayes, 
by conteſting with Monarchs , they 
magnifie to the people their pious 
courage, aſſuring the world, that ſuch 
attempts require a particular aſsiſt= © 
ance from heaven; and when their 
- jangling hath extorted ſome _ - 
_ ſeons ag the Magiſtrate, ( @ 0rai- 

narily it doth) then they preſs that 
ſucceſs as an infallible mark of the 
Jure-diyinoſhip of their quarrel. 
Albeit, I confeſs, that when theſe,not 
only recede from the canonized Creed 
of the Church,but likewayes incroach 
»pon the Laws of the State, then, as 
of all others , they are the moſt dar- 
grrows ; So,of all others, they ſhould 
be moſt ſeverely puniſhed, 

Opinion , kept within it's proper 
bonnds ts an pure att of the mind - 

| und 
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and 4.it would appear, that to puniſh | 


the body for that which & 4 guilt of 
the ſoul, is as unjuſt as to puniſh one 
relation for another, And this blood- 
thirſty zeal , which hath reigned in 
our age , ſuppoſes onr moſt mercifull 
God to be of the ſame temper with 
theſe pagan Deities , who deſired to 
have their Altars gired with blood; 
and being devils f Any AMelight- 
ed in the d:(truttion of men : where- 
as the Almighty, who d:lights not in 
the death of a ſinner, but rather that 
he ſbould repent and live, hath left no 
warrand upon holy Record, for perſe- 
euting ſuch as diſſent from us ; but 
even then when He commands that 
the Prophets , who tempts others to 
idolatry ſhould be ſlain, yet, ſpeaks He 
nothing of puniſhing theſe who were 
ſeduced them, And why ſhould 
we ſhww ſo much wiolence in theſe 
things whereof we can ſhow no cet- 
tain egidence.? as ordinarily me can- 
| __ <#0F 


: WS 
not in circumfundamental debates 
Are we not ready to condemn to day, 
as Phanatick , what yeſterday was 
judeed Jure-divino? And do not 
even thoſe who perſecuted others for. 
their opinions, admire why they 
ſhould be, upon that ſcore , perſecuted 
themſelves ? So that ( vittory de- 
pending upon event ) we legitimat 
the perſecutions, to be uſed by others, 
againſt our [elves,by the perſecutions 
uſed by bur ſelves ,againſt others, Out 
Saviour forbids us to pluck. up the 
tears, leſt the wheat be pulled up with 
it; and how can the moſt pious pere 
ecutors know, that the Saints are not 
deſtroyed with the ſinners ? 

It i remarkable, that our Saviour 
diſarmed zealous Peter, ever when 
he was ſgrving Him in perſon , in 
Hs greateſt ſtraits, and againſt the 
moſt profiigat of Hu enemies , the 
Fews 6 and that t0 prevent the ir 
regular - zeal even” of the firſt yy” 
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5M beſt of Chriftians , tht bleſſed Apr 
', Wl fes , their divine Maſter thought it 
s Wl fit to arme them not with ſwords , but 
t Wwith (crips, and to root ont of their 
+ Mhearts all thoughts of wiolence, did 
oft inculcat in them, that His King- 
dom was not of this world ; convince- 
ing them by an excellent argument, 
that He had no fieed of armes or ar- 
mies; for elſe He could have com- 
manded thouſands of Angells, Did 
ever God command the Fews to war 
againſt any neighbouring nation be- 
cauſe 'they were Pagans (a quarrel 
which would have laſted till all the 
world had been conquered) Or, did 
our Saviour leave in legacie to his 
ſervants,that they ſhould force others 
 toturn proſylits, which doubtleſſe he 
had done, if he had reſolved to allow 
ſuch a"rnde mean of converſion ? 
All which makes me admire , why in 
our late troubles, men really pions, 
-and naturally ſober , could have been 


ſo 
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fo tranſported, as to deſtroy tnhows this 
"Towld not convince , \and to" perſwaik 
theſe who were convinced; that. Reli: 
gion obliged them to deſtray others, 
My hea't bleeds when I conſider 
how ſcaffolds wrre dyed with Chrifts. 
an blood, and the fi: ids covered with 
the carcaſſes of murthered I 1s 
aus ; and its probable , * that there 
were more damned by unprepare 
deaths, in the fields, then were ſaved 
by peeping Sermons in incendiary 
Churches; and in this, I admire the 
clemency of 'our R:yal Maſter, who', 
albeit Hrs Cauſe was more juſt then 
theirs , albeit He might e 00K 
winced them by obtruding to them 
their own pradtices : yet,hath rather 
choſen to command with His Scepter 
they His Sword, But,if the glor ; | 
God were the mark at which theſe 
devell, Why beſtow they not their 
zeal, rather in converting ſuch as 
ſearce know or acknowledge that there 
FM 


2 is a God ? © And miyrare they move 
il enraged againſt thife who agrte with 
them in moſt things, then thefe who 
diſſent from them in all ? Take not 
Chriſttans more pains to refute. one 
another, then to convince Gentiles ? 
And: ftaud wit Bp; ſcopiſts and Prefe 
byterians at greater diſtance, then &t- 
ther do with Turks and Pagans ? 
And to evidence, that rather humour 
then piety occaſions our differences,we 
may eaſily percieve , that the meaner 
the ſubjeth is, the heat is alwayes the 

greater. | | 
If I had ever known ſo much as 
one whoſe faith had been the trophy 
of a debate, 1 ſhould allow of debates 
17 maters of Religion : but freeing 
' men cannot be convinced by miracles, 
it were ridiculous to-preſſe converſion 
by arguments, All the Divines in 
Europe could not preſs the beſt found 
ded of their contraverted and poles 
mick traths , with ſo much [criptare, 
or 
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-87 {0 many miracles ' as  0uv- bleſs 
fſed' Saviour did His own divinity 
(which 55.the foundation of all truths) 
And yet the Fews "ind all the world 
beſides, ſlighted thu infallible 
dodFrine; And to evidence that there 
is a ſeaſon of grate, independent 
from arguments , did not many thou- 
ſands turn proſylits atPeters ſermon ? 
whom all our Saviours homilies ang 
miracles could not perſwade, Tf one 
ſhould ſay , that the teſtimony of 4 
few fiſher-men ſhould not be believed 
in 4 mater of ſo great conſequence, 
as is the agtr-ceng of the whole world, 
eſpecially when they did depone as 


witneſſes, in a matter wherein both 
their honour and livelyhood was con- 
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. cerned, might not this ſtagger ſome' 


mean Chriſtian ? | And yet I believe 
theſe truths ſo much the more , be- 


cauſe ſuth as theſe were its firſt aſſer- 


ters; for; certainly it « one of the 
greateſt of miracles, that ſo few, and. 
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Eb liter ate ſc «1 «ble to. dw= 
HBvince tht whol# world, Thaw we 
etthat one may acconnt that . a Mis 
acle which another looks Pon we of 
olly; and yet, none. but Gods Spiret 
4h dtcide the controverſie, Maters 
Wh &cligion and Faith , —_— 
[omet je e 7 | wa 7 
ri(mes which ſeems to chant 
29/209 » dceording to voy our 
L ances ow which the afÞrecemt 
iews them, | 4 
The ballarce of or judgments dyath 
ached {uch « bruiſe by Adins:fall 
hat" (carce can we' by them knew the 
40ht of any argu mert, But ,which 
worſe, theres ai. greut a defe#:om. 
pur partial weirbing, as tn the'fewe 
hem{ebves : For x wheh we'take os. 
ther thr pro or col, of any contr oviry. 
ie #nto our Patronage ; we'throw al» 
wayes in arguments thto that fcalty. 
rein owr own dinion yes , withe 
#5 ever taking Itiſure to confuder 
8 what 


/ 


\ 
what may be Obes; for the os ' 
propoſition : andthen , when we xe 
 Teiuean anſwer aur invention is bus 
ſied,not in ondering how much con- 
wittoy it hath in it , but by 'what 
flight it may be anſwered; and thy 
either -paſsion , intereſt or frequent 
meditation,are ftill the weights which 
ag the ballance. © 
'Th# firy zeal hath likewayes mats 
uy other pimple flaſh out in the 'face 
of the phanatick Church, and that #; 
4 eanttit that the" Saints have the bu- 
ly-right to all\ Gods "creatures, t 
cer bein only” uſurpers and yot 
= fhers of them ** But, I haut heard 
Chen ( (obeaftly is it) \cope 
feted by Balaaim's: wS who could tell 
#'s Maſter, Amnot I thine own affes* 
When Aaron aniþ the people 1ditl ro 
venaxt without 'Moſes , thes every 
man did bring his earrings to make* 
wp the golden oalf,, And we have 


ivveds "my an age;biiein we have > " | 
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or Conntre mw 2 Vik the Chalde- 
ans,” "take the urmiture both of - the 
T emple and of the Kings Houſe, and 
arry them away to their Babylon 
f confuſions ; and in an age wherein 
obey men were e forced to lend monies, 
fo buy for their own armes the heavy 
Gekles of ſlavery, 
Tantum Religio potuit ſua. 
dere malorum, 

Religion doubtleſs aims at 1wd 
rreat deſiones,one 15 like the firſt Ta- 
legto rad us to adore God -Al- 

iehty, Another i to perſwade us, 
ike to the ſecond Table , to love our 
eighbour , and tobe a mean to ſettle 
Hf thefe jealouſies'; and compeſce all 

theſe antmoſities which intereſt might 
Roccaſions, and this appears by the 
RL Doxology jwbilyed by the Angels at 

rf Saviours birth , Glory :to God; 
and + peace: and good-will cowards LE” 
men, And therefore, as every $#t>.. 
eſs OE tollerared wy 


__(nY "5M 
bs feltiw-ſubjeits te worſbip Cul iv 
werdly arcording te bis conſciencey 
$e all ſhog/d conſpire in that exterie 
er uniformity of warſhip , which thy 
Lews of his Conntvey injeins, The fr f 
remark which God wade of me afte 
the Creation, was, that it was nat. fit 
for man to be alone; there was one 
ly ave Ark amongſt the Fems by Gods 
own appointment, And ſeing the 
Geſpel teerms the Church Chriff's 
- Spouſe,it were abſurd to think , that 
He will divaree from her upou every 
error &r eſcape ; eſpecially, ſeine Hut 
bleſſed mouth hath told mthat wndes 
the Goſpel it u not lawful to divorce 
von of{ accafions, and if He will 
wot for theſe , deny her to he Hu 
Spouſe , much leſibenld we d-wy bevy 
$6 ke our mather 1 May not one,who i 

 cponvinerd in ba judgment, that M: 
warchy # the beſt of? Covernments 


s 


in would rabo F, ous \whb -oþ 
rexMewongf whem be fejenrns , thin 
is theſe ris and {plemmnities 
which are required 'by tht Lams of 
the places wheve he lives? What 
& once flatuted by 4 Law , wt all com 
feng to,in chooſing Jonny tens 
to repreſent us in theſe Parliaments 
where the Laws are made; aud fo 
if they ardain us to be decimated, or 
to leave the Nation if we conform 
wot, we cannot ſay, when that Law 
i put to execution , that me are 
oppreſt z ne more then we could comme 
plain, if one didremwve w egaly 
from theſe Lands which he purchafd 
from our Traftce , whom we had inm-« 
powrred ta ſellit, F 
As David ſaid te San!, 1 Sam; 
26, 20, why went the King ont tq 
= #:tch a flea ? So may I [ay to ou 
| Heat Divines , why contyavert they 
Pl abont fludows ? 15 it fit thet Chrie. 
 Pransombo find it to grent #205þ ta 
a 8 3 {.. $0Ver® 
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Fovern thisr private | ſouls, ſhould 
e (o mach concerned how the Charch 
-& governed by others ? ' Wherefore; 
ſeing many. have been Jouny w/ 

- were moſt inexpert on theſe queſtt+ 
#n5,and that fooliſh zeal;paſiion, and 
roo much curioſitie therein ,. hath 
damned. many, I may conclude, that 
to dry in theſe," « neither neceſſary; 
becauſe of the firſt, nor expedient,be+ 
cauſe of the laſt. | 
* Since diſcretion opened my eyes, 
F have alwayes jude'd it.neceſſar for 
4 Chriſtian, to look oftner to his 
Practice of -Piety, then to his Con- 
feſhon of Faith, and to fear more 
the grookedne(ſs of hu will, then the 
blindneſs of his judgement , delight- 
ing more to walk on _ grace to 
grace, working out the work of has 
own [al vation with fear and trembs. * 
ling, then to ſtand ſtill with the Gas, 
leans curiouſly gazing "up th heas. * 
ven, . True Religion' ang wndefiled 

| © io & " 
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des 71 ci 
; to vifit the widow and the fatheſs 
[s ; and the ditfay drawn bt againſt 
he damned ſpirits ſhall be, That when 
wr Saviou?s poor ones were hungry, 
hey did not feed them; when they 
ere naked;they did not cloath them, 
pithout mentioning any thing of 
heir unbelief in maters of Contro- 
erfie or Government, And theres 
ore T hope, that theſe to whom 1 ad- 
dreſs my ſelf in this Diſcourſe , will 
ather believe me to be their friend, 
becauſe of their picty,then their enc= 
my,becauſe of their errors, 
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kneaded with 

tears, moved by 

the hid cogines 

of his reſtleſs 

Wd 100S; 1 clod 

of carth, whicki the ſhorteſt feaver 
can burn to aſbes, and the leaſt 
ſhower of rheums waſh away to 
nothing ; Yet makes he as much 
noiſe in the world, as if both the 
Globes ( theſe glorious Twaines ) 
had been va-wombed from that 
- 5 ag Berne >: 
5 Wit ; x thunder; 
| "=. looks 


7 >, FC. 

% Yr »$<> 
"e i < - 

«#6 I OY 


©, 2, _Y =_ = . of +—x 
on IL F : P47 ar 1 L 
- The Virtw)ſo, 

- 


_ m =, 
£5.34 
— BY 


looks lightning , ,breachs Rormg 
nity* ; "perſwads himſelf har hig 
commands are-able to unhinge the 
Poles. From which boundleſs pride, 
I confidently conclude, that ifa ti 
encal InſtinR,or as the Stoicks terme 
it,3pun ep; # Jeor,had-not irrefiſtabl 
bowed his faith to aſſent to a Deity 
he had never, neicher upon «defign 
nor in complyance to cultom ( as 
Atheiſts alledge ) ſuffer'd co creep ins 
to his Creed, that there was one 
greater then himſelf, who could reir 
his affeQions, and bound their ef- 
fees, according to the didates of his 
irreſiſtable will. ; 
And albeit Regiments of Argu* 
ments , levyedboth fromthe ſtately 
fabrick of heavens arched Pend, and 
from the inimitable embroidery of 
earths Rowry Boul, be requiſite for 
conquering the infidelity of others, 
and for rendring them tributaries to" 
that all-forming Eſſence: Yet, doth 
my faith render up the arms of icy! 


Cepraved tcaſon, and turn Proſolyre) 
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—_ upon any forps , do' EY 
amazement 'throw up thier eyed to 


heaven, as if- they ſent their" looks 
in-ambaſſade to beg afliſtance from 
thence; and cry , God ſave me; as 
_ theſe beaſtly fouls; -when atraqued 
dly , knew whence their 
heale were to beexpeRted: Like'to 
other ſick brutes;, who when iffaulr- 
edby fickneſs,are,b "the'band of that 
ſame ſtorge and in led to fome 
herb or flower, which is an Aporhe- 
cary ſhop appointed by nature for 
them. 
Neither think 1 theſe argurents 


which are twiſted together of three 


pro fitions ſo ſtrong as theſe In= 

arez where rruth, like the 
ow ſeeins to dart hoine it's light. 
i one unperceiveable at; whereas in 
cy pur-bliad nature may be miſ- 

eaken »' not only in jadeitig deitig" of he 
truch.of either of the three parts, 
butfikewiſe of their connexion-'and 
ayes I kndw- mem miſcreanr; 


who 


o 


--$ ot _ © theſe ing Je: ſach 
like expreſſions were the offipring of 
cuſtom : Burt poor ſoul, he might 
have conſidered , that ſeing be bad 
creept from his cradle into that /er- 
ror, and had rup his glaſs to it's laſk 
ſand,in propaga opagating that helliſh con- 
ceit : That therefore this expreſſion 
was rather a confeſſion- then an ef- 
cape, rather the produ& of a ratio-* 
nal ſoul then of depraved cuſtom ; 
for as it was in it felf a [divine eruth, 
ſoit was in him contrary to a ſercled 
habit. 

There js ayotherCaball of Atheiſts, 
whothink that this Beleef was- at 
ficſt ; bur the quaint Zeger-de-main 
of ſome; ſtroogly-pared Stateſ-man ; - 
who to over-awe the capriciouſneſs 
of a giddy multitude , did forgethis 
opinion of a rewarder of all bumane 
atioos: Ando caforce ——_— 
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up ner Jo ſucceflors into. reli 
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nc vets mega were rece 
with as muck bipotrie , 
wiſeſt of men, as is that IN 
is now the objeR of our ele] 
Wherefore (fay they) ſcing the ra- 
afar ſoul _ _ ſo oft, r, and 
ab ies diſcoverigs or 
ky bel d we fobwit our ſelyes 
Ms Fs co it's determinations 2 For 
that which doth at ſome times erre, 
can never at any time'be 'concluded 
infallible. 

To theſe I anſwer, that albeir, as 
to the particylar way of worſhip, 
the world is oft times deluded. Al 
albcir, eyen as to their apprehenſfions 
of this incomprehenſible Eflence, 
multitndes be ſome times miſletl ; 
Yer, rheſe agtrting Fancies fix this 
great Truth, that there ir aSwprean 
Who muſt be adored : For if this if 
ne Taſtin&t' did- not coopere with 
theſs impoſtures, in gaining an aſ- 
ſcat no their fiAitious Religions and 
B 3 Hierarchies, 
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Hierarchies z ir. were img ts by 
_bhumake Anchoriry to cſabli 
Prigki x ſo.cemore from reaſon,and} 
to ſubjugate by theſe cven- the mily 
deſt rempers.. But I take the root 
rom which theſe errors do ſpringy 
to be, that the twilight of Fit as. 
reaſon glimpſiog- to mah , that #w- 
preſſa of the divine Image z which 
though much decayed , yer reſts ſtill 
upon his ſon}, 20d not being able,be- 
cauſe of the Lately of. his light, 


and the decay of that divine Jw- 
preſ/a, to diſcern exaftly what chat 


Deity is, with whoſe image it is fig» 
neted ; believes. implicitely: with a 
profound reſpeR, any who hath the 
confidence to” obtrude any. know- 
ledge of it upon them. Concluding in 
the conclaye of their owa thoughts, 
that . none, durſt- contemn;.ſo fary 
that.ommpotent Thunder-darter, as 
go. vend their own Fancies for ſacred 
Oracles. ; .And albeit thefe.. hood- 
winked Nations did eret 2 Tarbeor - 
in their own hearts, wherein all-cheſe _ 
Vice- gods were orinipeogy of werp 
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und Power was. pris in yu 
Mars: His Omniſcience in their 
Appell, &c." And it. is very pro- 
ble chat che Heathens admired ſo 
ch.attribute. of God Aighty, 
T* thought each deſervad 
ſin Aſltars; ſo that their errors had 
their riſe from rather too much then 
00 lictle, relpeR ; and that as the 
ſame: Ocean. receives Feveral names 
from the ſeveral ſhoars it waſhes, ſo, 
according to the ſcyeral operations 
os the moſt High, did theſe deluded 
Papans eſtabliſh ſeveral Deities. Bat 
that all. theſe did ulcimatly terminar 
in one, is clear from theToſcription of 
that AthenianAltarg7s the nnkyows 
Ged ; from the deſignation of rvfes 
$e04s from- their common, feaſts or 
0:0Z211e ; from the adjunt of Del- 
phicw given to Appello, which in 
Greek ſignifies unw ; as Hacr obins 
obſerves, from theic Altars erected, 
Diſque Deabuſque omnibus , ud 


' from the general i lavocation of all the 


Deities 
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| thi prticlr fs rifice mg 
greac and all- comprehending 7 
whercia he is repreſented 
big microur to us, was by Anka rhe 7 
io pieces, and in cach of theſe pi 
taken along did they ſee 2 _ Del 
though much abritlged ; 
all theſe pieces , whe ſex 
did repreſent but one, and cope 
did then ſhew bur a part. But eo 
evidence that our belicf of- a. Deity 
is not a ſtare and Ln ers impo- 
ſture, I would willipgly mr if for 
the $kilfulleſt of pn | 
was able to induce ney rnd | to oy 
lieve that there was no God ; which 
(doubtleſs) might have at ſome oc- 
cafions contribured much to ſome 
mens politick defigns,and which that 
rebell would bave atrempred , if ci- 
ther God hag not reftrained him, or 
himſelf had not known it impre- 
ſtable. And it is moſt remarkable, * 
phat the firſt promoters of thar d> 
vine” DoArine were perſons, who, 
both by precept and praRtice, decryed- 
Ambition * 


to chiok chat BG Reend. thek 
L. ſubordination to ' State Pro- 
is. 
= There is alſo 'mnch fare i in that 
| pony, where from oe _— 
"of prophe , is concluded t 
&y of \ Get: for, to foreſee, is 
doub &ſs a way of ſeeing, far above 
the reach of humane natore ; 'man 
not being able to conclude but thar, 
What is poſſible upon both parts, 
may come to pals upon cither' of its 
parts. . And hence it was , that the 
Heathens themſelves termed this 
prediQtion divination, as if it could 
nor be but divine. As alſo, if there 
were not a God, but that this were 
a fiRion, it would follow , thater> 
roar and deluſion ( ſuch as this ex 
bypetheſs) were able, and a 
did,of all other things, frame a war's 
ſoul moſt ro virtue :' and-thar the 
beſt of men ( ſach as are the adorers 
of a Deity ) were both the greateſt 
cheats 10d block-heads. - All 7” ich, 


are 


AR 'The# Prtvofa. 


are abſurdities tobe Na 
who are maſters of the 
tion of humane reaſon. | : "” 


% 4s 


bl 


There luckech much curious col 
- templatien in pondering , how tha 
' albeit the parents of all hcathnilh 
R<ligions , have been incomy 
the chiefeſt witts in their rimes ; » fax 
elſe they could not have impreſiy 


the ſpirits of their diſciples with 


ſuch abſtra& principles; Yet, a 


their Models, ſeem re ta 


common reaſon : and they have 
choiſ'd eo teach principles which 
ſeem ridiculous. 

Thus the FiQions .related by the 
Poets of their gods , the Rires uſec 
by the Romans, and the Fopperies of 
the Alcorn, are abſurditics unwor- 
thy of a rational belief, if man-were 
not ated by an innate principle, to 
place the myſteries of Religion as 
his reaſon. 

By which we ſee, that the i imps: 
ration caſt upon the Scriptures. c 
their contrariety to reaſon., choe 5 
likewayes the principles of all Nas 

tions 5 
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bar wart wu lie of our _ 
might fadom, the omnipotency. 
w_ the weakneſs of, our own 
ſoo,ſhould remain ſtill unknown : 
ſeing onr reaſon is. only ſuicable 
to our natare, certainly if chat infinie 
fence and: it's myſteries mighe be 
comprehended by thae. ſame reaſon, 
hich meaſureth things finit, we 
might conclude God to be fmir like- 
wayes; and isit not impudence in us - 
who know not the cbbing and flows 
ing of the ſea ; nor the reaſon why 
the Adamant draweth the iron, to 
repine becauſe we cannot compre- 
hend the effence of God Almighty ? 
and then yainly to conclagde; that be- 
cauſe we. cannot graſp.within the 
-ſhort armes of our underſtanding, 
the yaſt bulk of the Deity;that there 
is no:Deity 2 Aconcluſion as abſurd, 
235 if one ſhould ſay, that when the 
nimble wings of an arrow tranſport 
it- aboye our ſight, it did leave 0! to 
be; when it lefr off to be proce 
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AhdTam of opinion, Shes 
ouſneſs ſuits rarely well oeſct Civ 
Truchs, the fineſt things aking 
wayes to be beſt wrapt up : thus? 
we liſten to our hid inclinations, We 
will find a pleaſing veneration in & 
ſerved ſilence ; and our curiofity w 
ſwiftly follow , what by it's retire 
neſs fleeth from us: fileat grove 
whoſe buſh-top trees lay their heat 
together, 2s in a conſpiracy to reſi 
the Sun's entry,and powder its ligh 
with Sables, creat's a veneration i 
us» And as the Heathens did choik 
groves, So did the primitive Chr 
ſtians lighe their Devotions witl 
torches and candles, intimarini 
thereby char umbrag'd filence was at 
excelleat Shryn for ſincere dey» 
tions ; and in this ſenſe, it may be; 
the Word of God is faid to be a Lan+ 
rern to our ſteps, and the feven 
Charches arecomparcd to et 
diſticks. - Did nor otir Saviour teacly 
His diſciples in parables > and 1 
vor the Ark vailed from the. 
the propke ? 'the Pagany di = 

| « | 


carry ſtill the Lawrels : 
why hon we vainly: wiſh to 
wy nature of the Deiry 


ce? And God himſelf, when for 
zur neceffary inſtrution He would 
liſcover ſomething of Himſelf co us, 

foreed per arvganowetiiar, ( 23 
Divines ſpeak) to diſcover Himſelf 

2 a ſtile borrowed from bumane 
frailty, and ro expreſs His infioit af- 
ions by our diſordered paſſions. 

I believe ; that Socrates, natur's 
greateſt diſciple,and the Deiry* $ pro- 
tomartyr, was a proſolyt of the ſame 

w_ which we 5, and had his 
ſoul illaminared by that Sun of 
riebteouſpels whoſe refuſgene rayes 

 beiahe torches of the 
chriſtian Church. Neither is my be- 
lief in chis ſtaggered by che filence of 
Karen any Writers, as to this 

periear: ſig hes not of 
eight perſwakion with way Brow 
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being convinced of his moraſavotthy 
did deſcrive bis opinions ſuitably 29: 
their own apprebenfion. Thus did 
theſe pagan: Hiſtorians admire the 

reat Saviour of mankind , only for 
Ali morall accompliſhments, - withy 
out reaching theſe divine principles; 
by which He was ated. The Steicks 
likewayes were in all probability, a 
tribe of Fob» Baptiſt's, and'God 
baving reſolved to purge the Unis 
verſe of ics original unrighteouſneſh 
by that bleſſed 2ſanne which came 
down from heaven to give life to the 
world, did by their doatine of abſtes 
miouſneſs, as by a ſpare dyet , pre» 
pare its body for receiving that: dis 
vine Doſe And certainly, if men had 
disbanded that execrable” troup} of 
luſts, againſt which cheſepreachedz 
and had liſtned (as the Storcks Book* 
of Diſcipline injoyned) to their own} 
private conſciences, and had by retir=: 
edneſs abſtracted chemſelves from 
the ceach-of temptations, .it had fa® 
cilitated much their converſioo-: for 
if the young Lawyer, who tame 16! 
s oonlulf'y 
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cotſalt Chrift bow co-,dravy wp his 
Securities of heaven, and of his por» 
tioo there, had believed their Oracle, 
which decry'd riches as the unneceſ- 

dge of man's life , and rhe 


'madd-which clog'd the wings of the 


ſouls contemplation, and kept ie 
from ſoaring irs natural pitch, he had 
never-.refuiſed our Saviour's yoke, 
becauſe he was commanded to fell all 
and to\give it to the -poor. Thus 
likewayes if the rich glutton had dy= 
eted himſelf according to the ſcant 
preſcript of their allowance, his 
ſcoarched tongue had nor ſtood in 
need of a drop of watter to allay it's 
thirſt, Neicher had Nicodemus 
needed to have mantled himſclf in 
the darkneſs of the night, when he 
came £o our Saviour, out of fear, leſt 
he ſhould have been diſcovered ; ſe- 
ing their doQrine;mighe have taughe 
him, that fear was a paſſion, un- 
worcby to be lodged in the ſoul-of 
man: And that there is nothing bere, 
which a man cither ſhould, or need- 
etheo fear. - - 
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faith, were able to convince us in»4, 
fallibly of chis truth ; Yer is it both 
more ſatisfying; and more ſafe to; 
embrace this opinion 4 then irs cons 
erary- More ſatisfying, becauſe 
man's ſammuns bonum here, being 
lodged in the tranquillity of his ſpis! 
rit; That which can beſt -plaine: 
and ſmooth the rugged and uneven! 
face of his frequent and inevitable: 
misfortunes, muſt be doubtleſs the! 
moſt carreſflable of opinions 2 where»! 
fore, ſcing nothing can ſtrengthen ſo! 
much mag's frailey , nothing check' 
ſo ſoon his diſpair , nothing: feed ſo: 
mach his hope, nor animate ſo much; 
his coarage , as to believe that there: 
is « God, who bearcth the heavieſt? 
end of all our croſſes npon the: 
ſhoulders of His {ove ; who is able” 
co turn , or arreſt the giddie wheel": 
of fortune by the ſtrong hand of His" 
Omaipotency ; and who -twiſteth; 
Lawrels of inimaginable joyes- for: 
the heads of theſe who fight un, 
Ger his banners, If « man ares | 
$178 aot 
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In ip ankles 
Reſt; he-were norionly' | 
cond ob iis ores hapfi 
neſs; i What rocks of :danger could 
men-eſrape; if blind-fortunc. dib he 
© the helex z and if .yertnous; giev- 
ſoasromplain, as dffairs are-prefent- 
ty ſtated _ diſetency enough 
the Scales of juſtice;; What 
expetted ,;if hazard gat.the.ballaage 
_— Andtheſe who lewe 
wn Hog erag om arm 
Ve. e tnget0, BO 
reader. een 5" noconſians 
witn's voice) bt- 
tore co ever ml if this 
Ana ere &rheiſme 
blidied-þ:--E odio er Fn 
obſerved; = a5: Un wimwgecum nei 
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» coſtrain'd Glence, and beydtd held 
a ekdreheir will refalu 
- fwiret their wild cevanmth- 
"60s »- or rathernegledted reſoluty 
heir ſincere depotitions : then-ocep-! 
aiply, the jaſtfames of tharGods 
indignation ,, whom they. havedib 
xlaimed, will bear for thera a furnace 
inkell, beyond what the othes daae 
med; ſpirits (hall meet with ja-rheir 
zorture. - Whereas albeit. there be 
vorribanall,, fron which ſnd 
vehaunder-bolc-fenrence may be dart 
ad, nor no faprece Jadge wham 
qur ations ſhallbe canyaſs'd, Theo 
theſe whohave paid: their adorath 
vos at Hie ufracs; ſhall bein no'dand 
h Whetoforc, ſeing it ſhould te 
tazk of) Fires#oſo, to turnout 
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ff Sitront view 
the Creation ; "leaſt if he” picky! 
door unbolted; the devit ſteal from 
him bis richeft' Teyel  whileft” he - 
G _ 7} efrich hi coptemplition 
£.2{.": "with what of far efp* ronſe- 
"Tei is no o wild Nd fancy ti eo"thlk 
yer * rbeifes bath been che 
Pith- Fuperftitiow©"for certainly , 
o were'by hitmour” 
' that ion exi 
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{Chriſtiins, did 'fefotve ra- 
erent adote Juch Dei 
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| Apd to prevent this, Ce 
doth oft, ipculcat , that His yoke is 
cafie and His burden is '\And 
doubtleſs ,-as the firaj F, line is 
Sas the ſhorteſt; 30- agtrrng 
rational: defignes apabunyes Wy 
eſt efeRtuated ; and as; Seweca hath 
excellently obſerved ,-Liczs Deve 
nov ofſet, tamen non. peccureys ob 
pecears vilitaremw., There is ſome- 
thing of meapoeſs in the gallanceſt, 
and ook algeing (n=; on this. is 
molt energerically expreſt in Scxipe 
ture, whilſt ic is ſaid = the _ 
Weary themſeles by nie far, 
principle ,- which aoe the ma» 
iſterial Authority of God's Spirit, 
but our experience .likewayes- places 
above, the reach of all Tcruples : for 
are not the. inquietuds, the cheats, 
. and palliated parricids ,;.aod and facri- 
gets _— by ambition , the 
; _ -Chucliſhy 
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rid adeb which we ynyed 7 ſad 
ler our cheek#'with bluſhes, as well Ml 
us etipale them through fear , and 
ſhoutd fttkd as mach in awe of -our 
<dt(cion, 23 moſt do of « Deity? 
Yerz it thay be we are in- a: miſtake, 
whilſt-we' place Superſtition in" the 
excels of ſuch adorations , as are &- 
ther commanded or indifferent + for 
ſeing the 9bjeRt of our adorations, 
God Alitigh , is in Himſelf ofinir, 
we can _—_ xcerd either in'our re- 
$t&Him ; or ia the expreſsion 
ofthem:: *Excefs being only'adimif- 
ible, where the objeR is finit, and 
'where we attribute mor then is due, 
Which can' teyer_ be here. + Thus if 
Kaceliag/be lawfult at any occafiod, 
I hardly ſeewhy it is not laiyſull to | 
kaeel at all vtcafions. - And if theſe. 
exceriour rites and ceremonies-(ſone 
whereofare allow'din all Chorches) | 
| be judged: requifit,, for expreſſing 
our vaſlalage'- "_— ſubordination 20 | 
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ver their faces their wings bys 
foto Him , the Parriarchs to L.up- 


on their face and tothe oat z and ue 
adorable Saviour [ 
wherein He 


is by. anion of pan tp, 
fully upon His face, by 24 
have fall'n upon theground, | 
Loke to have kneel'd, What is 
crawling man , that. he ſhould, a> 
count ſuch geſtures fond Superllitis . 
on > . It would appear then, chat -: 
Superſtition confifty"in- man's wore 
ſhiping God by meanes  nolawful 
re as are childrens ſacrifices ,: 
ſuch like, whereby. His divine attri- 
buresare-wiſ-repreſenced, and taint- 
ed with cruclty, or cyrannic,and not 
inan exceſs , in ſuch.cxpreſſions..of 
our: —_— av are in themſelves law- 
full. Andifthere-be any ftrengrh.io 
that ds wherein we ſores 


flions * ': An, 'who lodges-upon 
e farkace of 6ar Globe, wha payes 
wot 25 the reddendo of rheir-Charrer 
&6 theſe gods whom they worſhip, 
cexefmoniz! Adorations, wrapt up'in 
iſt ſybmilfiſeRires? ' "1 


| Fly "That God qde all things for 
Hr oof . 


rear. Tf teaſon, '204 bach no wareand bue 
os, yowiry ciſtditie: | for beyond all 
" queſtion, His gloty was ſobrim-full 
formerfy, thati©ncirfier needed, nor 
could recieve /any confiderablearceſ- ; 
ion from this ſtall drop. Add befids 
ehis;*the "innate approhenſion--we 
have 'of- doing' any thing for one's 
ploty , dyes" This exp with 
toine guilt "Yet; T confeſs; we tray 
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man calls-His power 

conrroverts His being only w3/e; he 
then,” God for our inftraction ,' and 
the vindication of His own glorious 
Attributes,dorh many things for His 
ownglory-- Aod ing in this ſenſe , the 
Scriptare-faith , that God will pu- 
niſh the wicked, and deliyer => 
people , 'for His, own-glory. 
wherever i it is ſaid , that God doth, 
or creatch//aby thing, for His own 
glory., it 1s doubrleſs in this ſepſe ; 
in which 'man( who is wade”? after 
His image) may aR for bis own glo= 
ry without any vanity ; albeit to 
a for''his\ qyyo glory in che firſt 
ſenſe," were in him crimival. Ir is 
then more probable, that God being 
infinitly- good , and all good being 
ſas cemmunicativur , that His de» 
ſign in creating the world, was t0 
communicate and diſplay His good» 
neſs; and apon this baſe- probably 
hath: Ariftet/e, reared up his errour, 
of: the worlds exiſtency from. all 
Ft for , ſeing God was 46 


eferns 


- a S £ * .. "OR y a4 "" ae : w 7 T- y 
. 4. 8 p : my l 
. - 
_ 


o > SB ceeive3: oy ar by 
may be conclude , chat — 
God did communicate His : 
whach could dnly' be! ro- creatures. 
Aad therefore it was neceffar thay: 
there ſhould have been & world 2 
and forme Philoſophers have aver'd, 
that the world flowed from -God 
exanationem, ab aterno, 2s 
China are lanced ont from the body 
of the Sun. ny os 
ArdFe1!rf; Partifans , nor holds my 
phitofophy of him as my Superior ; 
Yet I cannot but thick , that God 
hatch communicated His goodneſs to 
warids prior to ours, ,which.is but 
of 5662 years ſtanding.But I am not 
fo zrropanc as to determine the time 
efthe firſt worlds birth, nor how 
many Cadets itharh had, refolving 
ro leave its Date, blank;to be fll'd up 
by ſome arrogent Pretender.Neither 
frond Taccuſe mine owg thoughts of 
Herefie, for concluding,'that probab- 
ty there 2re preſently chonſandsiof 
worlds co-cxilting with CI 
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-yet-at 
leaſt differnt from "theſe whieh' are 
our Canons. - All which worlds, al- 
beit were: aually ſubfiſting , 
would ly in the bofomt of rhe large 
ie Spaces, bur like ſo many 
frdll balls in che corner of» large 
Tennis- court- 1 thall not for con- 
firmivg this opinion, cice, with an'ig- 
norant French Curate, the parable of 
the Lepers, where'itis ſaid , Nonne 
ſunt dectm mundi ? becauſe I know , 
that it was wittily:anſwered,Sed wbs 
ſunt reliqui noven ? 


That Eternity is all preſent , and £!e- 
that in it, figes is neither preceric , 7 
nor fururt ut a conceit, anda 
needleſs myſtckic impoſed upon our 
belief, which is really more myſteri- 
ous then the Trinity ; who knows 
bur ir is founded upon an expreſſion 
in Cicero; wherein Erernity is call'd 
ater num inflans ? For how then can 
it be ſaid , that God was before the 
world?” for Was \ is preterit , -#nd 
. before 
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Tees aledge,00 thee ; 1d-ſo- there 
was 2 ws in eternity» Is not C 
call'd by Himſelf Alpha and _—_— 
firſt and laſt, che one whereofis pres 
terite and the other future ?' Andiz 
is ſaid, Rev. IG» L O glorious G 
Who 4rt,and waſt, and ſbalt be, 
if it be anſwered, That this only 
fiered to our capacities ; certainly, 
that is all is craved : for, doubtleſle 
there is no ſach reall thing, as theſe 
three meaſures of time,eveninthiogs 
finir and created; for they ow theit 
being only to our conceir, as wellig 
75 one as in the other. And when 
od deſcriy*d-Himſelf by His name 
J a n [ am, it was not mean't, that 
no meaſure of time could be attri- 
buted ro Him, bur the'preſent ; bur 
rather, that what He was, was to * 
man incomprehenſible. And that all -* 


we could know of Him,was that He - * 
exiſted ; and by that expreffionzthat © 


all chings to Him: arepreſent , was 
mean'c , that by His Knowledge in- in- 


colhs - 


COIIOES oy ma 
attxibured tO "ll mu 
bemurable, and that Wa, denorats 
mutation ; for 2s I ſaid formerly 
theſe are'but termes; not reallyzzo« 
iftiag, and ſo cannor'import any'real 
mutation- 4, ety 275 wat 
How'God imployes His uncontrol 77” 
abjeScepter, afrer what faſhion He Jexce; 
governs 'this' lower world , 'andiimn 
wine characters Hewrirs His eter» 
ni} Decrees, hath becy-the arrogant 
y——_ vientauy as 
av\ryagiſterially of His Decrers,; 
cel: Andalbeir rodeterre ſuch bold 
intruders; He deſtvoyed thouſands df 
Hipancient people;; becauſe rhicy 
the perulancie of erer Witts,: 
that:they - muſt aceds look in to His' 
_CSEIDIG a0 T1 
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in diſputing 
ico cs removed by cher ae 
nefs froni'theivſenſe, rlicy,-ſhew 
themſelves more: fidiculons ;: they 
theſe who wonld diſpute concerns 
ing che qualities ot an objeR, befone 
ſo near ;-:as that ithey'way 
know of what ſpecies it is: forcſe+ 
ing it is a maxime , that there:1n no» 
__ thing in our niderſtanding, which 
| "hack not paſt tdie- thorow avrſen- 
ſes, and that the things of God-are 
imrhatcrial, and ſa fall not nnder che 
cognizance of our ſenſes ; It myſt be 


folly yr acre. xo bom 
ſonnleucchadle, excepe 


holds with hetver. Yer, Topnfeſi | 
En] 
2s 1t 1s ;mpoſi3 to ' 

by che knowledge of them. - "Prnas - 
this ſtudy is unagtaioable, ſo it iv-gio-: | 
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diſpoſe ſ6-faddainly , , were rank 
ro his Omnipotency, and ſs He were" 
God infinit, 1 and evaſbqnanyy: no 
Neither _ the Relomamade of 
Alphonſwe, King of Porizyat, more 
pious then this ; whe tie 
that if God had made uſe of His nd- | 
vice in framing the world, He had 
helped many things in ir} which be | 
now could juftly raxe of erronr. | 
, *©-Theſe two extremes, «re theewo 
Poles , Whereon the globe of Athe- | 
1me currns it Fel; ſore; our of a1: 
Cor ofHd Fonkoret 
our-0 Aut 
ing that He difpoſes 'of Jax to 
ſize of bulinels,; arid others derract- | 
ing fron providenee;in artribue= 
ing His operations - to-\chahce' and f 
face, or branding chem "withridzuſt+ | 
ice or imprudence. 
'ThereareanoogSchoo- ment 
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epicions! which di (ure va) wi 
(almoſt ) equal forces | 
whereof , will bave God _ fe 
agent, and co make uſe of ſecundary 
cauſes, only, as of cighers , theſe ſay 
that it is not fire which burns , but 
that God burns «d preſentianm 5g- 
»is ; nor water which. "cools , _ 
that God cools ad preſentiam ogpas 
which is, in my opinion , the par! 
thing as to ſay; that 'God jug 
ith man ; and. as Charmers do} 
preſented ingredients, but wrought 
dy bid means» 
In too near av affinity with this,is 
he DoQtrine of Predefſtination ;as 
ſome xgeach it; wherein-chey will 
have man to play the mere ſpeRaror 
io bis own Salvation : + and albert 
there be a free and fall render: of 
mercy made to loſt man, yer will not 
allow-him any power to embrace-or 
tejeR itz. judging this one of the 
ecefla 'appanages of God's Omnt- 
ney, that He doth ſave or con- 
a 6X mero beneplacito., | never 


| f ing, ehar che queſtion is not; 
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whatGod can do,but what He: hi 


His Omnipotency, that He will x 
damn poor finners , who according 
eo their DoArine cannot be blamed 
for their obſtinacy ; becauſe it ww 
never free to them to do otherwiſe: 
and bow ( Ipray you) = | 
fluggard in the parable, have bery 
oaguar; for not improving his th 
and laying it up in a napkin, 
God had by His Decree caſt an /in- 
ſolvable knot 'upon that napkin, 
wherein it was laid op?  - 

The nn; will have 
candary c thie ſole agents ; atid 
teaches, thatGod in the firſt mould 
Ing of cach creature, did dote ir with 
Incate qualities, ſufficient to ow 
fy thing requilit for ics fubſ 
bac in Gon of its ſabjetion ul | 
Maker, referved to Himſelf, as Hi 
prerogative royal, a power to: 
and bow theſe inclinations apoita 
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expedient, Thus, when this All- 
eycing | of the world , the Sun, 
vn firſt tura'd off the frame, it had 
in Commiſsjon to ſow its influences 
over the world without any retard» 
ment ;z Yet was its motion arreſted, 
aad corn'd back by an extraordinar 
warrand in the dayes of Joſone and 
Zedekiah, Thus they. make' the 
creatures reſemble a Watch , which 
after it is once compleated , gat by 
its own Springs and W 
out the Artiſt's: nm oe 
Yet, when either its motion —_— 
irregular ,-of when the owner finds 
it fit, it is unpeced, or hath its In» 
dex put forward or backward at his 
pleaſure. And this laſt , ſcemy to 
ſuit beſt with che prigci les, both of 
Chriſtianity and ce With 
Chriſtianity, becauſe it gives a check 
to preſumprion, and ſuffers not man 
to' think himſelf the ſole arbicer of 
his own condition ; becauſe God ag 
theſe babylon-like a 
his topleſs .arbicion: & 
wt Tang & and tq daceſhis 
D 2 | becauſe 6 * 
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The Virtuoſo, © 
becauſe a lift from the ſtrong arn 
of Providence,, may heave him up 
above all his difficulcies- 

This correſponds beft likewayes 
with Stoiciſme , becauſe it pulls'the 
hands of a ſluggard from his boſome 
and ſetts them awork to prepare for 
himſelf, and not to repoſe his un» 
reaſonable hopes upon divine Provis 
dence; which only keeps theſe from 
finking, who endeavour to ſwimme! 
This ikewayes cakes from man, all 
excuſe of ſining, not ſuffering him to 
lay over his vitiouſneſs upon Provi» 
dence, a ſhift roo ordinar amongſt 
fuch , as miſunderſtand the taſhleſs 
Dodtine of the reformed Churches, 

This opinion makes us likewayes' 
anderſtznd', what the Heathens 
meant by forewne, which they term- 
ed gidd;e ; what the Stoicks meant 
by fate, which they confeſſed to be: 
Spreſiſtable ; and in what ſenſe:Phi- 
loſophers concluded , that ezchiman 
could hammer-out his own q 
As to the Papan's fortune, itcanno! 


be thought ;''that- ſcing 3 it was by 


them-- 
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themſelves confeſ{'d.to be 5/5n«,that 
they could truſt:it with the rejaes 
of the admirably manag'd warld- 
And ſeing they confefſ'd , that it was 
alwayes ig and naconſtang, it 
canhot be thought. 'that they could 
aſcriveto it, all theſe curious and 
juſt events , which they thewſelyca 
admired hourly, - Wherefore- it- is! 
probable, that the Philoſophers,/ 
having through the proſpeR of na 
ture, and by an uninterrupted expe- 
rience, obſerved , that man (who 
ated from a freedom of ſpirigtuare-! 
ſtrained , either by providence-,ar. 
ſtarr-influences as to his ordinar 


operations ) was-of -« volatile 


capricious humour ; therefore 'they 
concluded , that the ſtate of humane 
affairs , which was framed and un- 
framed at his ill-fixt pleaſare, b&- 
hoved neceflarily to be moſt ſab- 
x& to changes; And that ſciog the 
victories of Ceſar, depended upon 
the inclinations of his ſouldiers,who 
by- abandoning hin, would, fetch * 
bir» proſperity away, wich thems 
bor kgtt D 3 chey” 
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- they had reaſon therefore to te my 
"his ' fortung Frail and expoſel”) 
'hazard- . 
"Fhus the rm of the-reſt- 
Teſs Courtier is uncertain, beckuſeh 
-hings from the humor-of his Prinet, 
whoſe ſpirit hath ſome aflay of 'ug- 
eonſtancy;as well as hath cheat of the 
Fearfull ſubje&t', who tremþls unde 
-his Scepter- And thus the oyl-cop- 
faming Studenr, can promiſc himſe 
no4pplauſe , becauſe the paralytic 
Hanid of the multicudes fancies, hold 
the'ſcales wherein his abilities ary 
woghed. 
"="Ef fine , fort#we was nothing to 
theſe Ancicies; bur the unbodyed 
oe of mah's'will, confiderd 
aRly from all particular perſor 
che innate qualities of all orher 
Wxchits, (which , becauſe th 
are mortal, muſt therefore be chang 
able) then which nothing is mote 
inconſtant, nothing more blind. © 
The other branch of divide Pro 
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makes all bumane i ma 
ſometime againſt of their 
ſpecifick nature, was by them termed 


fate. And this in their mythologia 


they fabled to be an Adamant chain, 
which they faſtned - to the foot off 
7#piter*s chair, meaning by its ada- 
mantine nature , that it was hard ta 
be brok like the Adamant-; and by 
faſtning it to F#pirer's chair, that it 
was the produd of the Altnighty's 
power. Thus fortwne'and ' fare, 
were tothem but the righe andlefr 
hands of «briſtian provideace.- - ; 
Theſe-embodycd angels, the Sox 
icks, finding that fortunes rhegrios 
could not be cured, nor fates decrees 
reſcinded,and yet reſolving,in' ſpighe 
of all external accidents; to ſecure ta 
themſelves a calmneſs of ſpirit ;.- did 
place their happineſs in the contempe 


- of all cheſe follies , whoſe bloſlomes 


fortune could not blaſt, ahd ſoughe 
for bappineſs in an acquieſcence to 
all wbich-providence did unalterably 


_detree'; So thar neither forturie nor 


face could ſtand in the way of their 
? | has haps 


Q nh FIwaſe, "I "2k © 
kapolncs becauſe they lighted the 
one,and ſabmicted to the other. '--. 
i And in this fenſe, each-man in 
their ſchools, was admitted to be 
Maſter-of-work to his owh fortune; 
and that without diſparaging the 
omniporent power of the great For- 
eune-maker , in fubmffion to whom 
their happineſs was plac'd.. - 
Albcic the knowledge and ac- 
knowledgment of a God, be the ba- 
ſir of tra&Stoiciſme , and a firmer 
one- then any the Heathens could 
pretend to ; Yet, that knowledge of 
Him; ' which :by the curioſity of 
School-men and the bigotrie of 
Tub-preachers, as now formed in a 
Body of Divinity,is of all-others the 
leaſt neceſſary and the moſt dange- 
rous- And whereas we did ſee God 
but in a Glaſs formerly , that Glaſs 
is now {o miſted and ſoyl'd by each- 
Pedant's flegmatick breath, that it is - 
hard co ſee Him at all, but impallible 
to ſee Himthere. And toextend a 
little that myſterious analogy ; we 


are ſaid to gia God here, /as ina _- 
, Gik : 


Glaſg;and as objeRs are beſt perciey- 
ed inithe ſmootheſt mirrors ; So the 
plaineſt deſcriptions of Him, are ſtill 
the trueſt: - for when He is ſeen by 
' Atheiſts in the globe-glaſs of their 
infidelity, He appears leſs then. re- 
ally He 1s » when beheld by the Pa- 
2ans in the multiplying Glaſs of Pa» 
ganiſme, He appears many 3 and 
when He is look't upon in the mag- 
nifying Glaſs'of Superſtitionzthough 
He appear but one, Yet He 1s miſre- 
preſented, becauſe He js repreſented, 
25 more terrible then He deſires ro 
appear: and ordinarily the better cut 


Glaſſes are, and the more artificiall, 
the warſe the face is by them repre 


% 


ſented. 
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That firſt Carſe which did ſowe Thee- 
all che world . with briers _ and 7+ 


thorns, did, of all other things, fall 
moſt heavily upon the ſoul of man. 
Which becauſe ic was chief in the 
tranſgreſsion , ought in reaſon - to 
have been moſt tortured in the pu. 
niſhment. And now his diſquiered 

Git,  fpiric 


4s | | Thi Firth woſv,” A ? 
| ſpirit ; is daily © pierc'd with the” 
prickles of thornie diſputes and de- 
bates : which, as like briers, they 
produce no fruit fit for alimenting 
that noble half of man, which is his 
| rational ſonl; So do they, like 
thorns, pierce his tender conſcience, 
and to ſcrew his torments to their 
hipheſt pinn ; the choughts of God, 
and of ſettlment in Him, which like 
balme ſhould curs theſe ſores, is be- 
come that hemlock, which occaſions 
his diſtraRions, and poyſons his me» 
Citations. For , albeit the Heroes 
of the primitive Church , did give 
milk in abundance to Infant=chriſtie 
2ns; Yer, many of their ſucceſſors, 
have mixt it ſo with the tart vinegar 
of contention,that that milk beginns 
now tocrudie, and ſo is become 
Jloathſome to the appetite of tender : 
believers. For, moſt of Church 
men, beiog idle,and concieving, that 
if they taught only the holy Scrip- 
tures, their vocation might by Laicks 
be underyalued as eaſy ; and that 
they would be depyed that LL 3's : 
W # 
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pr arch, 
which was due ro quaintneſſe of wit, 
eſpecially io a ſerledC burch,where- 
in Charch-aien could nor draw re- 


verencefrot the people; by Oracles, 
as did"the heatben Pricſts ; nor by 
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prophecies and miracles , as did the 


Servants ofthe moſt High,under the 
old and new Teſtaments. Did there- 
fore , according to their private it- 
clinations, frame each to himſelf x 
new kind of Divinity. ' The;more 
pragmatickſorr, and theſe: whoſe 
humour was edped with choler, in- 
yehted polemick or controverted di- 
vinity- And ſo by an inteſtine and 
civil war of opinions , raiſed wirhin 
'the bowels of Religion; "did waſte 
and pillage that holy Canaan, which 
formerly flowed with the milk of 
fincere Doftrine, and the honey of 
divine Conſolations. And then, 
thar precious blood, which formerly 
purpled only pagan-ſcaffolds, dyed 
now the ſwords of fellow-believers: 
who, to-propagare their private 
Judgment ,''buried Churches -noder 
The? rybbiſb,fed che birds of on 


FY a « 
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with the carcaſes of pious ahd reve- 
rend Church-men ; and by the mad 
hands of bigott opiniaftricy,brok eo 
pieces all che facred bonds of natural 
and civil duties : and thus they raif- 
ed che devil of contention, whom 
they - could not lay again; and 
made this Itch of diſputing,tura the 
Scab of the Church, 

Others againgin whoſe brains ſal» 
len melancholy , form'd phantomes 
and ideas,inyented ſcolaſtick Theolo- 
gy; and theſe, in abſtraR cells,cre&ed 

 z Mint-houſe for coyning the droſs 
of their own contemplatiohs, into 
wonderfull bombaſt notions ; arid to 
make them go current, in the ſuffer-: 
ing Church, gave themthe #mpreſſs 
of Theology. 

A third fort, not able'to ſoare 
their pitch in the sky of Invention, 
reſolved to ſet up a correſpondence 
with heayen : and this they called 
enthufiaſtick, or inſpired, Theology» 

And theirCabbins were Poſt- houſes, 
where one might know. what: was 
reſglved lately in the _— "a 4 

ths. I 
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ment was to wear the Lawrels, and 
what ſhould be the iflue of our pi- 
ous rebellions. Theſe could likewiſe 
caſt the horoſcop of your ſalvation; 
and invented a ſpecics of Phyſiogno- 
my» whereby they could'tell if the 
marks of Grace dwelt upon a face, 
and if one had the traifts of an cle 
child of God. After this faſhion 
did chey prophefie their own fancies, 
and-call that Providence only which 
made for them. : 
There wants -not ſome likewayes, 

© who,ourt of a well meaning deſire, 
to make the lamp of truth darte irs 
rayes with the clearer ſplendor, ſnuff 
itſonearly, that they extinguiſh ic 
uyt 2 and kavs us nothing but the 

ink of its ſnuff; like ſome curious 
Phyficians, who purge ſo frequent» 
ly , that they deſtroy the body cn- 
truſted to their cure. We in this 
Ifland- have met with ſome of theſe 
Charletans , who, I am confident, 
purged:. ofcner both Church and 
Srate then Lwke, the beloved pbyſi- 


can, 
[ 


heaven; whether the Kibg or Parlia- | 


The" $445; "SIEM 
cian, would have oekrive; fas 
had had the good fortune to bare 
been his Patients: 

. The caleſt wite is not able to 
reach heaven; albeit (I know ) mas» 
. disjoint their witts in ſtreeching 
em too high in the inquiry of its 
npterich Neither impute I out 
ſhort-coming in the knowledge of 
theſe myſteries, folly to their ob» 
iruſneſs ; bur, I believe, our medi» 
tations are more clouded in relation 
to theſe, then really they need to be; 
becauſe of their innate frailty : for 
we ſee, that ſome who are maſters of 
much reaſon in things humane, be- 
tray much folly in their deyotions: 
wherefore, I am induced to believe, 
that it fares with the ſoul in this, as 
uſually ic doth with che body,whoſe 
pulls are proportionally che weaker, 
as the thing graſp'd-afrer is plac'd 
above its true reach. And: fo theſe 
arrogant Pretenders pull but faint- 
ly, becauſe they raiſe their medb | 
tations too-high' on their: tip-tocs; * 
Whercogrchey are diſabl'd from-ims 


ploying 


LOI. 
ploying all. their naturalt vigour, 
im. pulling at theſe weighty: and 


ſublime Truths »' which catch; 


hot by that corner which is neareſt, 
as meanner witts do, ( and ſo are 
more ſucceſsfull ) -but endeavour a 
fetch at what in Divinity is higheſt, 
by which cffore,, their endeavours 
are fainter, then theſe whoſe ſpirit 
is of a lefler fize. And theſe coloſſus 
witts, become the greateſt Hereticks, 
as theſe ordinarily are moſt burner; 
whoſe fingers ofceſt ſtir up fires, and 
as Chirurgians have moe cuts and 


wounds, then any other Mechanicks, . 


who handle not fo oft theſe wonnd- 
ing tools. It is not fit that mortal 
man ſhould wreſtle roo much with 
theſe myſteries, leaſt his reaſon, like 
Zacob,beforc'd to come off, haltings 

* Nothing hath more bufied my 
thoughts, then to find a reaſon why 
the Heathens , who were as aſſidg- 
ous- and zealous too in the worſhip 
of their gods; as we Chriſtians, did 
never frequent Sermons, aor knew 


ne” ſuch-paxe of divine Service g' 
pn Fo TIES Sw 9 whereof 


og 
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hereof ( orobably heteaſory ws 
bceauſe their Governors ( whoſe 
commands amongſt them were chit 
ſole j#re-divizeſvip of all Eccleſia« 
frick: Rires)feared,tharChurch-meo, 
if chey had been licenc'd co harangue 
ro the people, would have influenc'd 
too much thar groſs body : 'which 
was the reaſon likewayes,why in the 
primitive Church ( as one of their 
Hiſtorians obſerves) ex formule 
popwlo predicabant , tantum anti- 
qnitds timebat Oppo oye They 
preached only approved Sermons, 
ſo much did antiquity fear. theſe. 
leaders of the people, a praftice, as 
1s reported, lately renewed by the 
Dake of R#ſ/a: and this ſeemeth 
alſo to have been the reaſon , why 
all Licurgies have. prick*t texts for 
their Preachers, leſt if they had beea 
kfra freedom in their choice, they 
had thoſe fuch as might, in the ler-. 
ter, have ſuited beſt with ſuch ſedi- 
ctious Libels as are now obtruded- : 
upon the people, in licu of pious ho». _; 
wer, « At remarkable or feltival oge; 
caſions« - - 


in any-cext, would cafily have clud- 
ed chat canogick' defigne., If. we 
ſhould parallel che homilies , which 
theſe renowned Fathers. have lefe, 
as Legacics, to poſterity, with-theſe 
which our age runs after, we would 
find, that che firſt were pointed lef- 
ſons 'of mortifitation ; which, like 
Afeſasr0d;.could draw-guſhes of © 
rears/from the .rocky heares of the + '- 
moſt obdured ſinners ; whereas ma- 
ny of cheſe laſt are bur. State-gazersz. 
wherein the-people are informed, 
what-are-the reſolves'of the. civil 
Magiſtrate s And. whetcas their fieſt 
inſtirution'made chem- Ambaſſadors 
of glad-rydings betwixt-God and 
His; people , they have made them- 
ſcl/ts:Heranids, to denotince warres 
betwitt- God's Vice-gerent and His 
ſubje&s”- Thus, :; Pecer's- ſucceffors 
will oft.times , like himſelf, rather 

Wiraw the ſword theo watch for theig 

Mi Maſter. And -fince- our Saviour 
-o em 6 Per, 
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theſe who offend them. are fore to - 
-ger over the head with" theſe I 
confefſe, God bath nor left: Hig 
Church withour ſome skilfull Pilory, | 
to lad in His ſervanes, with ſecutt 
ty,to the harbour of Salvation: rg 
whom this Diſcourſe and it's Aw 
thor ſball pay all reſpefts.. 

Moſt ofal{ Churches do, like coy 


The 
fri#- maids , lace their bodics fo. trait, 
»-ef har they bring on thee « conſfums 


cbeg 


ion ; and will have the gates. of 
ven to. have been only made for 
themſelves : - and xs'this. nigardls 
neſs hath poſſeſt Charches/, ſo from 
that root hath Rem'd+* the 1chniriiſhs 
neſs of ſome-private Chriſtians, who 
will allow: God bur = moſt incon» 
fiderable + wumber 'of Theſe” whonk 
He hath admitted to mmake-ap' His 
vifible Church. Thus, forme Paſtors 
wilt only udmic two or threw ro be) 


- pueſts ac. the Lord's Table), allows" 


ing ao wedding garment, | bot whoet” 
js ofthtirown ſpieving tand-others. 
wick \her eclnn RY og 


er fous iters , who are ſo frugal of 
| pare them ac 
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Parts of Fink Gag hy 
merans, Fand'all arc os Tot that 
clevpth pare,many ate militious Hee 
reticks ; - an]; amongft' the refital 
many are figirioos and pablick gs 
ners-;' So that'dlbeir the preateſt patt 
of the regulae members of the viſible 
Church were ard, Yet the number 
would be (alt in cotnpatifos © of 
theſe' others't The of the” vi 
fible Church/#uft '[ like*all- oth i 
bodies )' be compounded of conti 

ry elements? Andalbeit Tatnnor of 
Rees 10 ich ego 
&'d £6 wi z yet 
Twouldnbtwill ," chat it fliouſd by 
macerated With" purgitions,/” TtV 
nails' { though but excremertitiouy 


parts) ſhould ner wa fo hath Vil 
2s 4. > the? 


dey! go be (6 uk opted tes 
ech-one 


Kin addeet: Hot iporrttoods 
But inilk 11d; they ar6omadnerly 
gueſts, whoavill not ſutſer orhers ro' 
fit-#+ theit Maſters table with rhet 
| e7e pleaſes" wy" humourro/ con! 
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Forge realy lay : 


- many» yet, do the m 
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\ Thus , albeic ce AP 


bigor relate, 
what miracles have, been, wrought 
by the founders of their Ferarcby , 


and what propheſics they have ora- 
culoufly prooounced.. .. And ſeing 


all confels, th that God, in our daycs, 


tion of , miracles be db, .down by 


breaks the proſperaus upon the (ame 


Wheel , on whoſe top they did but 


lately rrivmph .; making. fortune 
adopt oppreſt i in their boſe - why 


ſhould we talk ſo much of the ceal- 
iog. of miracles ? For , doubtleſs, 


' theſe effefts are ia policy, as contrair 
to nature, , as are the ſwimming of 

ir0n, Of ſweerning "of rivers ; 0r, ra- 

. ther more : Scing: in the firſt, mans 


will is forc'd ( without which, ſuch 


revolations:could not be effcuar- 
&) rh ig the laſt, dull and 


$uſuy qual, lities arc oply wrelted,; 
" 3 | which 


leſs,be more dim-fighted: (as all olf 
things are ) then forinerly'; and 
'therefote, God dorh 'now preſent 
greater objeQs of admiration to our 
eyes then He did formerly : For, 
Gt i ecmeſa ahi thar if 
not is 
with ſuch infallible reſtimonies of 
= wolf of an icreſiſtable 
ſol fates pgthak 
olutions icing. Thus, we 
ſee that in all the tra&t of Febv'r 
Revelations, miracles grow fil 
more frequent, the nearer che 
draweth to it's grave ; and, like all 
other bodies, the weaker it becomes, 
the more: ſabjeR it is to all akerss 
tions, apd the lefs is nature —_ 
refit. And it would appear , 'thit, 
if miracles-were regia ek fo for 
the eftabliſhment of Religion, even 
When no oder Regjos wo 
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tbilebe 
notby all, —_ to any militang 
Church ; yer, it is aflumed by all; 
Neither is there any Church 0m 
the Sun, which would nor fix the 
name of heretick,, and account him 
(almoſt) reprobat , who would re+ 
fuſe to acknowledge the leaſt ratio» 
nal of heir Principles :  and- thus 


they bave by them ſcal'd the walls 
of preferment themſelves. That 
Charch-men ſhould immerſe them» 
ſclves ia thiogs civil, is thought ex- 
cenerick to their ſphere, CVen 5n or - 
dine ad ſpiritualia: And yer,cven 
the or rrong whoarethe greateſt * 
pretenders to abſtrat Chritianity 

and Mortification, do, of allochers 


ESI; _— DES 3, "a= i vPro, oP » 
teriaa Gowns. - The Prevbyroties 
cears the Epiſcopal lawn Sleeves, and | 
thinks them che whore of Babes | 
hire. Tie Epifeipif flours at the 
popiſh Robes; ' as the livery of the 


beaſt- - The.. Antinemien emanci- 
pats his difciples from all obedience 
to the Law. | The Proteſtant :en- 
joyn good works, and ſuch are-com- 


manded, but place no merit in them. 
The Row ax cathollch thinks he me- 
ris in his obedience. © The 'Phana- 
tick believs the Lords Supper bar a 
ceremony , though taker with very 
little outward reſpeft. The Presbys 
thrien allowes it, but will not kneel. 
The Epſcopift. kneels, bur will nor 
adore it. The Catbolick mixeth 
adoration with bis kneeling. And 
thus, moſt of all Religions are made 
up of che ſame clemenes,  albeic their 
zſpmbolick qualities predomine in - 
* ſomemore thenin others,And if that 
maxime hold, that wajne Cf mine | 
nou variant [peciew , we may pro- _ 
noance all of-chem to be one Rev | 
| bgiOn. . | Woe 300 - 
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zandaval 
the: Church» wuleicude of chri- 
Fanny br | their opiniqns, and 
all'find that chey will have it 
A have , like che mujrirude, many 
heads. : But in this (a5 in all any 
4- 
EE oe oo Son 
trey to be my Creed s and that a 
clear decifion herein is oot abſalare- 
ly neceſſar«for Salvation, is clear 
from, this, that many poor Clowss 
ſhall be ſaved , whoſe conſcience is 
hot able to- teach their jpdgmwents 
how to decide this: controverſic, 
wherein ſo' many _—_ have been 
confounded, ſo many bave been loſt, 
and ſo-many have = (hrewdly 
knockt againſt one anather ; from 
which fincy collifions, much fire, buc 
little light; hath ever burſt forth. 
God; by His Omniſciecce, fore- 
ſeeing , that it was '£00 drzlcing a 
Gght for the pur-blind eyes of man's 
| _ to bebold Him ievironed = 


i ight contemplac Him (as we - 
uſe to look upon the Sun in a tub of 
watcr , not daring eye"His native 
ſplendor ) the one was the mirrour 
of the Law, the ſecond is the works 
of the Creation, and the third is the 
Soul'of man, which He Himſelf hath | 
told us is framed after His own glo- 
rions Image. 

As for the firlt microur,the Law ; 
God Imowing that inftin, or as we 
terme it, 4 natural conſcience, were 
compleat digeſts of all that man was 
£0 obferve, He did make that mircour * 

very little, a volumne of only two 
pages ; but that mirrour is, of late, 
ſo mullered about, by marginal Nores 
and Commentars, that the mirronr 
it ſelf is almoſt over- ſpread by them; 
and it is very obſervable, chat in the 
* holy Regiſters, theLaw is ſtill abridg- 
ed, but we never ſee. it cabins = 
For, albeit the faodamental. Laws 
of both Tables were packed up in | 
narrow bounds , yet our Sayiour | 


ax 
o_ a A+ we 


4 ” 
$4 £6. 
. 


as —Y 

oy = 

as Y 

"+. 6 
= *&Þ 


koow' oaly Chrift , and Him craci 
fied : So; that I am confident, chae 
if out Saviour were to preach in 


member ro have ſeen a late Caſuiſt, 
Grſpurce contentiouſly amongſt 'his 
one IT Fn , taken ; 
int morning ys Ul a COMM 4 
| manded faſt or not? Ta which, af- b 
A rer a feayeriſh conflit, his wiſdom, þ; 
forſooth, returns this oraculous an- _— 
ſwer; That if Tobacco be taken at 
the noſe, 5t breaks not the faſt, but 
. $ſitbe taken at the month, then it 
Fredly the fat, Which, becenſe] 
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- made x Collaſterion betwixt thaGa- * 
fiſts and the Talmudiſts, J. fhallok- - 
ly -menrion+ out of the +Talmude 
(which wagithe 7ews comment up- 
onthe'Law!) 2 caſe, exactly parallel 
ted, that 
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£0 this 3 'whercinis deci if 
2. man carty/a burden onthe Sab- 
bath day, upon both: his ſhoulders, 
" -then he is- guilty of breach of Sab- 
bath, but chart he is nor gnilty if he 
carry it upon one ſhoulder. As to 
my own private judgment, ( which 
I ſubmice ro-my ſpiritual tators;)- 1 
think , that ſcing the conſcience of 
ian, is the ſame facalty with che 
judgment when converſant abour 
ſpiricual imployments ( as the word . 
ovrudnes which imports a knows - 
_ ledge reflexive upon 'a man's own 
ſelf, doth abundantly evidence) that 
therefore, as there are judgments of 
different tempers ; So there are like- 
wiſe conſciences of different frames: 
and which vary as much among{t |: 
themſelves, as natural conſtitutions 
do. And therefore, as the ſame - 
Dole would prove noxious t0.0ne | 
LIE - con- 
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his healeh;; | So- 
ſame a&,' that reſolution may be 


| ſaving ro-one conſcience, which may 
 * condemn another : for, ſeing God 
. hath kindled a torch io each mans 

breaſt; by whoſe flame he may ſee 
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conſcience, co difference betwixt laws 
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inttinfick principle tanghe their du- 
tys and do accordingly (hun or fol- 
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reprodf.: | And I dare ſay, that ne- 
ver man etred without a check from 
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finned, after an approbation obtained 
from his conſcience of what he was 
about : and when we afſcnt to theſe 
Doctors, is it not becauſe our con= 
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ing che Canons of their particular 
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wiedge: For, his -t 
conliſted in his NE ol 
depending upon, God, wherein w 
ſee theſe are exaQeſt, whoſe j judgh 
ments are leaſt peſtered with © 
reſtriz| nonttdee, and leaſt divers 
ed with unnecefſar ſpecularior 
Ces, 19 
en Lyman pperrny/ m9 
£e: of the raciobal ſoul, buraren Þ 
rher toyiſh babies busk'e up by fat 
man, whereby he diverts Mm 
from refeRing too narrowly up 
his native frailty. And chus Seri 
cure tells us, that God made wan: 
prrfeR?, bat thar He {onthe rl 
Himſelf many inventions , whe 
perfeRiqn and invention ſeem wy i 
iid 


ELe 
40% 
LI 
be, 


laced a events Fred irls palpable, 
hit choſe Sciences, whieh are byus 
lawrel'd and rewarded, are ſuch; us 
were inconfiſtent with chat are of 
innocency , ſuch us Law, 
aid Phyfick. And as for the reſt, 
ir is abſar'd co think , 'that Addws 
happineſs did confiſt in the know- 
ledpe of theſe things which we 6ur 
ſelves account eirher impertinent or 
ſuperfinous, Bout, that which con» 
vinces me moſt of rhis,' is, that we 
forfeited nothing by Adam; * fall 
which Chriſt's death reſtores” nor 
to us ; wherefore , ſeing Chriſt by 
his own ,. or his Apoſtles promiſes, 
hath-not 2Gured us of any ſub-16- 
nary or ſchool knowledgeznor hath 
our experience raughr ns , that 
Sciences are entailed npon 
T alnoſtbelieve, rfiac Fdam neither 
polieſt "rhefe before , nor yer Toft 
__ by his'fall. Neither think” 1 
St. Paul the more imperfet , thar 
he defired ro know nothing bur 
Chriſt and Him crucified ':'So-thac 
ap difference berwixe Adaws = 
is 
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"Y his ſucceſſors , Rood cont 


Rraigheneſs :of his affeRtions , th 

_ in che depth of his koowledge. Fa 
albeic ic be: believed, chat che namgs 
whereby he baptiſed the creacure, 
were full hiſtories 'of they vat 
written in ſhort hand ; yet, this 
but a conjeRture authorized by no 
holy Text. It is a more civil errar 
in the jewiſh Talmudiſts , to think 
that all the creatures were brought 
10-44dew, to let him ſee that there 
were none amongſt them fir to. be 
his companion, nor none ſo beauti- 
fullas Eve, then ir is in their Cabs- 
liſts q peer chat _ os 
wor aifying man, dot 1 
traoſpoſition of letters, ſignifte * 
ways, benediftion , and the word. 
Ng women, "wakes up wals. 
diftion.. If we ſhould: take 2. 
character of «Adam's knowledge” 
from the Scriptures, we (hall find 
more imprudencecharged upon him 
then upen any of his ſucceſſors : | 
For,albcjr the filly woman was' not-: 
——_ withour Gi help of ſaq- j 


—_ 6 rag... ng — ww a. 
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walls, and Imay fay coſuch , as by 


ſo ſimple, as to. hide himſelf yeben 
God called him co an. account, asif 
a thicker of trees could have ſcon- 
ced bim from his all-ſceing Maker ; 
and when be was accuſed , was ſo 
ſimple, as. co think his. wives com- 
mands ſufficient ro exongr | him, 
and ſo abſurd, as to God 
Himſelf - ſharer . with him . in his 
guilt, the woman whom thou gaveſt 
we, &c. 

There is more charm in acquire- 
ing new knowledge, then in refled» 
ing upon what we have already 
gzin'd, (as if the /peries: of known 
objeRs did corrupt, by bring tres- 
fur'd up in opr . brains ).. Atd this 
induces me .to believe, that our 
ſcantneſs of native knowledge, is 
rather a happineſs then a puniſh- 
ment ;. the Citizens of Londex-gr 
Paris are not {o tickled by che fighe 
of theſe ſtately Cities , as ſtr 
who were not born wichio ebeir 


ſpelling 


ut movin, 3 
ſpelling the Starces defire to read” 
the fortunes of orhers , as our 9+” 
yiour ſaid ro Peter, when be was 
dcfirous to know the horoſcope 
the beloved Apoſtle, yhat 3s rhat 
$0 thee? What canit advantage w 
to know the correſpondence, kept 
amongſt the Planers, and to under 
Rand the whole anaromy of na- 
tures Jtkeleton ; in paring upon 
whoſe parts, we are oft times 2s ri 
dicnlous as children , who love to 
leaf over taliduce PiQures ; for in 
both variety is all the oſury that cap 
be expetted', as che return of our. 
eime and pains ; and if we pry inly 
' Into this ſmall maſs of onr preſear 
knowledge, we ſhall find , that our 
knowledge is one of che fertileſt 
fountains vf our miſery : For, do * 
not ſach xs know that they are fick, : 

an more heavily then a countrey * 


own, who 2 ends nothing © 

eill — * in him _— 
ſenſe > And doubtleſs the reaſon. 
why children and idiots <tdure 
+ More, and drunken men eſcape ma / 
| dangers - 


by 
i 
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Og ar ys k 
dengers then others,is, becauſe albeie E 
efron Ye = 
dies ,' yer, they are fefs acqua 
with "what they feel then we ure. 
Afe hot” theſe who underſtand thae 
they arcalffonted, more vex'd then 
ſuch «s are ignorant of theſe miſ- 
forranes ? and theſe who foreſee 
the changes and revolations , which 
are to befall either their friends 6r 
their countries, are thereby more 
ſadly diſeaſed, then he who ſees no 
further thea his noſe? Onur S«- 
viour when He did foreſee, 
thac one ſtone of Jer»/alew ſhonld 
not be lefe upon another; and when 
 Hazael askt Eliſha why he wept 
Pncold bies, ie was bernuſe be did 
foreſee what miſchief Hazar! was 
to do in 1(-arl.. Let us not then 
complain .of the loſs of «Adew's 
knowledge , but of his innocency ; 
weknow enough to faye us, and 
what is "more then thar, is ſnper- wo 
flnons. 
Adays cannot be thought to have 
been the firſt ſinner ', for £ve ned 
ore 
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POW oerag en 
.z paradox , yet it is moſt probably f 
hat albeix Adavv. bad for-eyer 4 ? fo 
Rained from cating the. forbidde I 
Jewit , his poſterity had been ſtill yg 1 | 
 Y b 
r 
l 
! 
: 


miſerable as -now they are; ſe 
the- guilt of eirher of the Pare 

had been ſufficient to caſh the. iongs. 
cency of the childrey- - For, 8s the 
-Scripture tells us , who can bring 
a clean thing one of an unclean}: 
And David, in that Text, which of 
all her teak wel expoolly L 
original es the guiit.upon 

8nd confeſſeth only, that his mother 
had conceived him in 

As Adams was not the firlt ſioner, 
So *the cating. of the, aple may he '* 
juſtly choughe not to; h BY 

fin ; Eve having , before 
the uple , repeated molt f } 
Command : For, whereas God did 
afſure the m, that in that days 

did eat the frmie, they ſbonld (urely 
die, Evereclares it thus, Te ſhall not | 
eat the fruit, leaf ye die, repreſen- 
ver chat as contingent wn 7 
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"HY cruy be furoiſh'd the ferpent 


y pn -her,, po-fes Ged 
; deceived you, for the fruit may: 
he: ronched without danger , why. 
may ie hor then be caten . without: 
hazard 2' and ris probable, char he 
hach failed ip the -one ns well as 1f1 
the other» Bur co abſtrat from chis; 
it cadnot be ſaid , that che.care ok 
the forbidden fruit. was -the firſt 
fin. ; forgbefore Xdaw. did.cat there- 
of, he beboved bob eo. believe. the 
Serpent and miſ-believe -his Maker, 
26d chas wi{-belef. was. the firkt 
fin-2 Fory afger be had-credhted-tho 
: {part ; he WAS 00: 
inqocent.,-20d ſo he did nor ene the 
aplc. til) afcer his fall. f 4 What wiſer 
| Divives, who debate, whi- 
Afar falling-ficknels and fin 
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. In the: A re 
dninſt poor Adam for this © i 
is jnfinice mercy appears -£0 
ration ; and God = 
man might ſharpen the ax of 
coo much upon the wher-ſtone'of 
Br ſcems ro have, 
nod or quis to him, an exadh 
of inquifition. For, He aps 
igns and cites eAdew, Adam, 
rode ths ? He ſhews him his 


dittay, Haft then e«t of the | 
Whereof I commanded thee pres 


fbouldff mor rat? He allows bics 


exculpation, bo to/d+ber 299d i 
order thereto, did examine the wos. 
whom Adam did transfer 


the guile. And albeit —y 
eſcape His 6mniſcien wm 


did ſee Hdlams IS. þ. 


reach bee 
IS 7 fanny 


according its :what pore 7 
elves cenſcrous to, He :did' oe 
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thoLord-ſayes , Brranſe the ery of 
Sodvid is great-—=] will _— 
| FEES: > th 

uthey according to 
do gek: Andin the laſt boo 
the fural decree did bear, i= thur dey: 
that +hbox catrfs thereof, thou ſhalt 
ſuv oly ale, yer, were his dayes prove 
ages 2 Lan Bet and thirty years 
after the fin was commicred. -_. 

It is too curious's diſquilition' tg 
enquire bow 'God can be ſaid ca be 
mercifull;; mercy being the witiga- 
tion of juſtice, 'of which His 
adevce (cachor /be) capable , 
_—_ + rake juftz And, ſo 

cannot be: thoughr! in aby-c 

which . pod, 20 xecel fro? 
jaſtice, 0 can NO-More propers 
ly be ſaid robe merciful; chen ons 
A& can'be- both the Law and the 
= apa the Laws Bur I will 
ork var tay this —— 
-—ox 7 
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el £8 "hs hk VP: Fe -—* 
Ihe © / The varices of paguriſ t 
tes not,for the male-nefs of it's ſhite,” 
nts, watch char marchleſs Book of Ge: 
wes, whereof exch ſentence ſeems y 
rry of rich meditations, and cach. 
word a ſpell , ſufficient co conjure 
.the devil of Delphes. Might not 
thac excellent expreſſion, Let us 
mas after ogr image,convince 
ap of the being of a Tricity, who 
plurality of Gods. It is won- 
re dy that the Saturn-humour'd 
Jew can,in chis Paflage,miſ-cake his 
own Saviour ; and it is ſtrange that 
he ſhould not, from the criangulac | 
eude the Trinity of the Gad. heady 
che Trinity of t - | 
whoſe temple it was appointed-eo./ 
be.  Albeir Mien ddnie 4 of this. 
nurſe of Cabaliſm; yet, 8 | 
not_the conceit of cheſe Jorg 
Rabbics, who teach, that God from! 
His own mouth , dited both the. 
words and mater of the Pentatenchz ' 
whereas, He: furniſh'd only co the | 
hes peaks —_— 
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aſed ; for , not 01 did 
by = 
png He ſhould 
promile , that He pur 


His words in their mouchs, but like- 
ways, they preface thus their giwa 
prophelies, In the dayes of ſuch a 
King, the Word of the Lord came 
ro ſuch a Prophet, ſaying, &c. Nei- 
ther is this conteic conſiſtent with 
that high eſteem, which they, (even 
in this.) intend for their patron, * - 
AMeſes ; ſeing it allows him leſs 
truſt from his divine Maſter, then 
the ether Pen-men of Scripture had 
repoſed in them. 

Thar braia bath too little pie wa 2h 
ter,that is coo curious to know why man 
God, who evidences ſo greyt a deſire [6 
'Y to ſave poor man, andis ſo power- 

fall, as that bis ſalvation needed ne- 

"'Y ver have run the hazard,if His infigie 
| Sea; had ſodecree'd, did yer ſuf- 
him to fall: For,if we enter once 
rhe liſts of that debate}, our reaſon 
A G bes Bury ta bear vtec of 
cat 2 difficulty. . Aod albeit is 

| y be aoſwered, char God might 
-have reftrained man ; bug that re- 


xk L'- Rtraiar 


Dry hat TT as 
dom'of mans will which Goda 
beſtowed upon NS oY 


ſwer ſtops not the mouth of the 


difficulty. For certainly , if one 


ſhould cal © wal man from runs . 


ging over a precipice , he could not. 
be thereby ſaid co have wronged his 
liberty : and ſeing man is by many: 


Divines allowed a freedom of will, 
ach he mult of neceſficy do what * 


is evil, and that his freedom is ſaly'd 
by a ſiberry to chooſe only one. of 
moe evils , it would appear ſtrange 


. why bis liberty might not have con--; 


Gifted well enough with ® moral im+- 


Mbilicy of finning, and mighe not 
Cocbens abundantly ard xa ia 


* his freedom to chpole <o0 of mou 


goods : yet, thelc reaſonings zre the.” 
calling : 


God to ad ER pac 
impious. For, if. God had fit 
created man, ſurrounded PU 
preſent infirmirics , could we 


og 
- complained ? . Why then ſhould we.” 
now complain, ſeing we are bue faln 


to a better eſtate then we deſerved; - 
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[5-4 but becauſe we 
Y our own light, and ſeing our Savi- 
Þ ours dyiog for us may yet ce-inftate 
-F os in a happier cltate chen thac from 
which we arc now faln. 
Albtit the glaſs of my years hath 
hot yet eurn'd five and twenty , yet 
-YY the curioſity I have to know the 
Þ difteccae_limbe'; of departed ſouls 
\F aod eo view the card of the region 
of death, would give me abundance 
of coutage to eacounter this king. 
I of cerrors,' I were a pagan 3 
"Bl But,. when I confider,whar joyes are 
"Y prepared for them who fear che Ai- 
Y mighty, and: what crazineſs arrends 
ſuch as ſlcep.in Sferbujolams craflle, 
2 Lg then! who make. long-life one: 
Fi ofreſt repeated petitions 'of 
"Y their Pater wefter ; nnd: yer rheſe | 
/Y fare ace Ne more wired bn folly, 
-Y whodefiraco have (their names en- 
-Y bcin'd after deard (in the airy mo- 
- } nament of fawe: Whereas it is one . 
-Y of the iſes made to the'EleR, - 
| ka they hall _ -__ their la- 


hours, 


in them : for my own part, I defie | 
the ſame good offices from my good 
name that I' do from my cloaths, 
which is to skreen me from che vio. 
lence of exteriour accidents. \. 
As theſe | Criminals might be 
zjadz'd diſtrafted, who being cow 
Cat to dic, would f nd their 
ſhore repriral in diſputi abbce che 
fitnation and fabrick of their 5 
Jr, yho ſpend the hon 
Ister ats mM Ww 
time Mocted then for repenca | 
in debating abone' che: ſear of bell, 
andthe rorments of tortuy d ſpirieys ; 
To farisfie my curiofitie, ' I'vyas 6 
reſoly'd, with the Platonicky to rake 
the promiſe 'of ſome dyi friend, 
that he ſhonld recuco ,aad | ſaxisfit? 
meia all-my private doubes conces/ 
ning hell and -heaven ; + yer T was! 
juſtly afraid, chat he might berer 
rurn'd''me the ſame 
Abraham retura'd to Diver, beve-, 
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they not Moſes and the Prophets? 'Y 
if they bear not them, will 
they be perſwaded though one ſhould 
riſe from the dead? 
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TheAMllenar*s ephimerides, which rhe 
afſfures vs, that Chriſt ſhall reign a Mil- 
thouſand years with the Saints on <2» 
earth, is as ſenſoal an opinion as that |. 
of the T#rks, who make heaven a gg 
bordell, whereio' we ſhall ſatisfie ouc 
vencrious 'appetires ; for the one 

| ſhews the vaio glory and vindiRive 
humour of the.Sajots, as palpably as 
the other ſhews the loſt of the Ma- 
humerans.If Chriſts reigniog ſom #- 
ny years be for convincing the world 
thar he is the real Meſſiah, their 
herefie ſhould have ante-dated his 
coming; and his reign ſhoold rather 
have begun long ſince, when _ 
apes were to be converted, or at le 

it ſhould not+ have been thruft eut 

\ upon the ſelvage and border of rime, - 
when very few ſhall remain to be 
convinc'd:and if in this they intend a 
diſplaying of Chriſts glory, _— 

& L 3 y 


"Xo  The-rimmſe, © 
1y theyare miſtakeo;for what hang 
can it be for a King,to have his 


ſtool made his Throne. > So'\tha 
think, theſe poor Phanaticks bave 


taken the patronage of -this error 


rather by neceſlity then choice, all ; 


other opinions and conccits- being 
formerly pre-ingaged to other Ays 
thors, 


The As T amnot able, by the Jacobs 
*Au- ladder of my merits, to ſcale hey+ 
ix. Yeo, Soam I leſs able, by the Jacoby 
ſure ffaffe of my privace abiliry, to take 
of thi up the true alticude of its myſteries, 
Eſj8, I have travell'd no further in Theo» 


a> ogy then a Sabbath-dajes journey 4 


an 4c | 


coun and therefore, it were arrogance in * 
of bx me to offer a map of it tothe cre» - 
deſign dulous world 2 But, if I were wor» : 
thy to be cooſalted in theſe fpiri- . 
tyal ſecurities, ] ſhould adviſe every 
private Chriſtian, rather to a Fy/ A 
ia the barge of the Church with the - 
other Diſciples,then by an ill bridled 
zeal, to hazard crowning alone wich 
Peter, by offering to walk upon the 
| unſtable 
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Or Swick. - | 
oftable farfacc of his own, 

and water-weak fancies , 
with a pious reſolution to meer our 
Saviour. For , albcit one may be a 
real Chriſtian, and yer differ from 
the Church , which fayes , that the 
wiſe men who come to bow before 
our Saviours cradle-throne, were 
three Kings, and in ſuch other opi- 
nions as theſe, wherein the fanda- 
mentals of faith and quiet of the 
Church are no wayes concerned ; 
yet certainly , be were no wiſe man 
himſelf,nor yet ſound Chriſtian, who 
would- not even in theſe. bow the 
flag of his private opinion to the 
commands of the Church. The 
Church is our mother,and therefore 
we ſhould wed no opinion withour 


' her conſent who is our parent ; or if 


we have raſhly wedded any it is ia 
the power of theChurch andherQf- 
ficials co grant us a divorce. As for 
my ſelf, my vadity never prompted 
me to be ſtzndard-bearer to' any, 
eicher new SeR; or old Hereſie ; and 
I pity ſuch as love to live like Pew- 
\ keepers 
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keepers in the honſe of God, bulie(® 
in ſeatinp orhers, without ever pro» . 
viding a room for themſelves. If 
there be any thing in this Diſcourſe. 
which may offend ſuch as. are really 
pious, it (hall much grieve me, who 
above all men honours them -moſt. 
What I have ſpoken agaioſt caſes 
of Conſcience and the like, ſtrikes. 
not againſt their Chriſtian fellows 
ſhip and correſpondence, but againſt 
the apiſh fopperies of prentending 
counterfeits. It ſhall alwayes be my 
endeavour for the future, rather to 
drop tears for my own fins and the 
fias of others, then yrk for their 
converſion? our prayers help ſuch 
as never heard them, whereas theſe 
only who read our diſcourſes are 
better'd by them. Abrabaw: pray- 
ers prevailed more with God ( even 
for Sodom ) then Lot's re-iterated 
Sermons ; and no wonder that the 
ſucceſs be unequal , ſeing in the one 
we hrve todo with a mercifull God, 
whereas in the other we muſt per» 
, ſwiade a hard-hearted people. 
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-- T inten: not to > ki from 
the title of Reformer, ſe» 
ing moſt of theſe have faln under 
the ſame guilt; and have had the 
ſame face, with that curious Painter, 
who having drawn an excellent face, 
as happily as could have been ex- 
pected from the ſmootheſt. mirrour, 
did thereafter daſh it afreſh upon 
the ſuggeſtion of each intrant, till 


at laſt be reformed it from being any 


way like.to the Original. | 
Divinity differs in this from all 
other Sciences, that theſe being in- 
vented by morrals, receive:growth 
from time and experience ; where- 
29,it being penn'd by the omniſcient 
Spirit of God, can receive no addi» 
tion without receiving prejudice. 
Ie is moſt remarkable , that our Sa» 
viours Prayers, His Sermons and the 
Creed, delivered to us by His Apo- 
ſtles, were roomed up in farr nar- 


; _- rower, bounds then theſe of our 


times, which an hidroplic of ill- con” 
coed opinions hath ſwell'd beyond 


their erue dimenfions : many _ 
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of have cicher been brodded by S 
wity or sntereſ ; or elſe ignorant 0d. 
viddane defendents being brought xo 
n bay, by ſuch as impugn'd their r& 
ſolv'd-upon principles, haye beca: 
forc'd to affere theſe by-blow and 
prerer-iotentional texers ; and hay» 
ing once floored them , bave there- 
after jadg'd themſelves concerned 
ro defend rhem, in point of Schola- 
Rick honour. Some well-meaning 
Chriſtians likewayes, do ſomerimes, 
for maintenance of what is lawfull 
and pious,think, chat they may law- 
fully advance opinions, which other- 
waycs they would never have al- ' 
lowed of ;' znd as in nature we ſee; 


that the collifion of two hard bodies +: 


makes them rebound ſo much the - 
farther from one another, So oppo- |. 


fition makes both parties fly into ex- || 


rretmetiess Thus T believe, that the - 
debares berwixt Roman- abedieks if l 

and Proteftants,concerning the Vir-= 
oin Afary, have occafion'd, in ſome 
amongſt och ,expreſſions,. if not he» 
reticall, yet aleaſt undecents Thus a 
great 
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great Confeſſions of Faith be» 
come, like Noabs Ark,a receptacle of 
clean and unclean :; and which is alſo 
deplorableztbey do, like ordinar dy- 
als, ſerve only. for uſe in that one-me- 
ridian for which they are calculated, 
and by riding twenty: miles ye make 
them heterodox. I ſpeak not this 
to the diſparagement of onr own 
Church, ( which I reverence io all 
it's Precepts and- PraRices J- bur to 
et 2 bluſhing conviction in ſuch 
, as have diverted from it ; and whoſe 
conventicles, compared with our e- 
ruſalem, reſemble only the removed 
hats of theſe who live a part , be- 
cauſe they are ſick of the plague. 
I am aot at a maze, to ſee men ſo 
'Y tenacious of contrary principles in 
F. Religion ; for, man's thoughts be« 
 ingviſtand various, he ſnatches at 
every offered ſuggeſtion, and if by 
accident he entertain any of theſe 
many,as 2 divine immiſſion, he there- 
after thinks ic were. blaſphemy to 
bring that chought to the reſt of 
rea/ox , becauſe he hears that F456 
is 
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becauſe the common ſuffrage of his 
| Country runs it counter, ſcing heig 
Fo taught even by them, that the prin« - 
2 ciples of belief muſt nor be choſen 
1 by the Pole. 
And ſeing Fora is aboye reeſov, - 

(albeit, as I ſaid formerly, it would 
ſeem otherwiſe ) I wonder notto | 
ſee even the beſt rtemper'd Chriſti- 
ans, think that which is not their 
own religion to be therefore ridi- 
culous | 

My defign all alongſt this Diſ-. 
courſe , butts at this one principle, 
that Speculations in Religion)are 
uot ſo neceſſary ; and are more dan= 
gerons then ſincere Praftice, Itis 
in Religion as in Herauldry, the .”* 
fimpler the bearing be, ir is fo much ©: 
the purer and the ancienter, '1 will 
not ſay that our School-diſtinRions 
are the impreſsions of the i devils 
cloven foot; bur I may ſay, that _ 
our piety and priaciples ſcarce ever © 
grow after they begin to' fork in 
ſuch dichotomies ; which, like FR a 
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poor propofition., out of which 


oy bid Pros, i is like a male factor, - | 


moſt lamentably drag'd to picces- 
I have endeavoured to demonſtrar, 
, thar dogmaticalneſs -and paralitick 
 ſcepriciſme,_are bur, the Xporrypte 
*of erue Religion ; and Ibelieve the 
one begers the other, as a toad begets 
a cockatrice + For the 'Sceptick 
ceiving , .that the magiſterial, for 
maciſt_ erres ( as theſe muſt +crre 
ſomewhere who aflere too much } 
even inctheſe things whereof he af- 
firms, he is as ſurc,as of any principle 
in jon , ( which is. their ordi- 
nary ſtile) be figding ;our their ery 
ror_in voe. of - their principles, ...is 
thereby emboldned co coptravest tall. 
Thus being the ſcope. of this Eday; 
I wiſh that. theſe-who read it would 
expound it as Divines do parables; 
ue non ſunt argumentariva wi- 
ire [unix ſcopum. | 

I doubt nor bat ſome will think met; 
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it ies movd. in 
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» that finding many grovelling in 
theic errors,l have, in this Eflay, prof-. 


rl them wy affiftance , not to ſhew 


my /tr but my compeſſion, The 
wand Oh. ( which albeit it hath ever - 
been allowed many heads, yet was ne 
yer allowed any brains) will doubt- 
lefs accuſe my Studies of adultery, for 
ing centemplarions ſo-excencrick 


ends, or the Divinsof oor Only 
a rpey Soles "hand 
bmitred co their 
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befare Epiſcopiſi and Prebyterians, 
r. dag ab. 
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